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'TIS THE SEASON!

-

S easor s

Annual Holiday Celebration

Monday, December 11
7:00-9:00 PM All are invited!
@
Social Hall, Granite Presbyterian Church
10637 Old Court Road

There will be a brief necessary business meeting, including nominees for the
slate of officers for the January election and an overview of the 2024 budget.


https://mailchi.mp/674112515a5a/gpca-december-newsletter-and-holiday-celebration-on-december-11-7-pm?e=0f795a7d85

We will then swing into a lovely Holiday party as we have done for many years.
There will be great dishes and special goodies to share (please feel free to
bring your favorite!), music, and lots of just plain socializing. We look forward to
seeing everyone.

IMPORTANT NOTE!: See Night of Peace article below for donations you
can bring!

Upcoming Meetings:
January 8 — GPCA Officers Election, Plans for 2024
February 12 - Liberty Road Volunteer Firefighters

. From November General Meeting

Civil Air Patrol, Maryland Wing Youth Cadet Program
Guest Speaker: CAP Lt. Col. Brenda Reed
Youth Cadet Commander

— Lt. Col. Reed brought 3 cadets with her
to talk about the Civil Air Patrol Granite
~ Cadet Squadron. CAP was founded in
A ~ 1941 as an ancillary of the USAF with 3
& _ primary missions;
' Emergency Services — which includes
@l search and rescue, disaster relief, and
'working with state and federal agencies.
The CAP provides aerial photography,
local bay patrols, and flying drones to these agencies.
Aero Space Education — The U.S. Air Force (USAF) pays for cadets to have 10
flights.
Cadet Programs — GCS was founded in 2020. They meet once per week on
Thursday morning. It's a cadet led program based on academics, leadership,
and the 3 CAP missions with an emphasis on STEM projects. There are over
80 cadets between the ages of 11 - 20 currently in the program, mostly from
home-schooled households. While in the program, cadets have the opportunity
to receive a pilot's license, paid for by the program! Adults are encouraged to
join CAP as well. GCS will now be offering evening meetings for individuals






https://mdwg.cap.gov/
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What’s happening in your HOA, along your roads or
near you?

Let your community know!

“Applying Floating Wetland Technology to
Post-Industrial Waterfronts”.

~~A presentation by Charmaine Dahlenburg, National Aquarium in Baltimore.

Did you realize that the water quality in Baltimore Harbor was sufficiently good
to allow swimming for several days during the summer of 20237 That the
quality of the water in the Harbor is sufficiently good that a “Harbor Splash”


mailto:linkgang@gmail.com

event is planned for some time June or July of 20247? If you are not searching
for water wings planning to join in, your wariness is understandable. Thirteen
years ago, the Waterfront Partnership set a goal to make the Baltimore Harbor
fishable and swimmable by 2020. Now the water quality in the harbor is
swimmable most days. According to the Healthy Harbor report card, 90% of
samples collected at the harbor met Maryland standard for full body contact.
The wisdom is that the harbor should be avoided within 48 hours (about 2
days) after rainfall.

Wildlife returning to the harbor is another aspect of improved water quality.
Terrapin turtles, dolphins, and menhaden have been spotted in the harbor
waters. The problem is that the harbor is full of hard edges on the shoreline
that cannot be used by animals trying to reestablish a foothold in the habitat.
For the past eleven years the National Aquarium in Baltimore has been
experimenting with floatable wetland habitats to encourage native wildlife to
use the harbor. The first design, Prototype 1 was launched in 2010. This
prototype was 200 square feet (about twice the area of an apartment bedroom)
in area, and experienced overuse by Canada geese and was nearly sunk by
the weight of invasive dark false mussels. This prototype was retired in 2013.
Another prototype was floated in 2012 and soon retired after experiencing the
same issues as prototype 1. Prototype 3 was installed in 2015 and is still in
use today but will soon be retired.

¥ have an area of 10,000 square feet
(about twice the area of a
‘! basketball court). The National
%" Aquarium will employ several
. lessons learned from the first three
' prototypes.

o The wetland will have elevation changes to provide habitat for more
wetland grasses and shrubs. This will provide a more diverse habitat for
animals to occupy.

o The wetland will have a channel to allow shallow water to flow through
the wetland providing necessary habitat for wetland animals.

e The wetland will be supplied with supplemental aeration from the
National Aquarium systems to support the habitat through periods of low
oxygen, usually the summer when water temperatures are warm.



e The wetland will have a dynamic buoyancy system. The wetland will be
supported by floats. The amount of air in the floats can be adjusted to
keep the wetland sitting in the water at the correct level, to counter the
weight of organisms such mussels.

This wetland is scheduled to open in 2024. There will be walking paths through
the wetland. The wetland will be open free to the public during the hours the
Aquarium is open.

Additional Resources:

Healthy Harbor Report Card 2023.

Swimming_in the Baltimore Harbor in 2020, No but Maybe 2030 Waterfront
Partnership says

Floating Wetland, Five lessons over Eleven Years.

~Judy Plaskowitz



https://foxbaltimore.com/resources/pdf/c8e222f6-c165-486a-8472-e4c08f46038b-HealthyHarborReportCard2023Web.pdf
https://foxbaltimore.com/resources/pdf/c8e222f6-c165-486a-8472-e4c08f46038b-HealthyHarborReportCard2023Web.pdf
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2020/09/23/swimming-in-baltimores-inner-harbor-by-2020-no-but-maybe-2030-waterfront-partnership-says/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/2020/09/23/swimming-in-baltimores-inner-harbor-by-2020-no-but-maybe-2030-waterfront-partnership-says/
https://aqua.org/stories/2021-12-15-floating-wetlands-five-lessons-over-eleven-years
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Mevry Christmas &
Happy New Year
Mattiena Septic
Service 7nc. <, =
Septic Systems Cleaned, Pumped, :
Repaired & Installed,
Septic Inspections .,,.n"_ . weet g
410-461-5265 o® T
R :
www.mathenaseptic.com® * '




CHESAPEAKE TREE &
OUTSIDE SERVICES, LLC

Chop
Chop We Are Your Neighbor

410-944-9170 or 410-655-4801
FREE ESTIMATES

¥ EXCELLENT CLEAN UP %

Tree Preservationists** Residential & Commercial

24 Hr. Emergency Service
Emergency Only: 443-324-9600

Licensed & Insured: MD Lic. #1018

www.chesapeaketreeservices.com

Licensed Arborist For Over 20 Years!
=0 nl Bies BV & m ¥

et o

L8 . 266 7SGL

dwdell26@yahoo.com
MD Licensed Tree Expert #667
Insured

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Tree Removal
Tree Pruning & Shrubbery
Cabling & Bracing
Stump Removal
Lot Clearing & Bobcat Services

GREAT PRICES FOR GREAT WORK
WE MAKE IT HAPPEN!

mag the magic

S and the weonder
'of the ﬁo/ic‘}ag season
stag with You
tﬁrougﬁeut

the coming Year

Peace and best wishes
to all our friends &
neighbors in the
Granite community

~ The GPCA Board

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MECHANIC

LENNY’S
AUTOMOTIVE

Honesty, Quality Workmanship,
Fair Pricing and Personal Service
is whot we stand for!

2023 SPECIALS

oIL + FILTER EENL7Wi]d:

SERVICE
SPECIAL BRAKE REPRIRS

LY E - ESIVE TIRE ROTATION

S EaETiEey $34.00
“LIKE US” ON FACEBOOK

AND WATCH FOR OTHER SPECIALS.

SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE INSPECTION

FREE
WITH EVERY SERVICE!

Mention the GPCA to receive discounts listed obove

CALL TODAY

443.426.0711
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HerNnwooD
ONSTRUCTION

e Therma—Tru, Anderson, * Deck facelifts, new

Pella doors decks and patios

* Energy efficient = All types of wood &
replacement windows concrete work

* New kitchens and * Basement transformations
bathroom renovations * Additions

Specializing in custom Schluter » Sheds & Garages

Shower System * New home construction

Local General Contractor since 1986 - 5th generation carpenter

MHIC #42339  (410)461-6708 office
(410)428-6156 cell

n follow us on facebook and see some of our work!
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