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Next Meeting: Monday, April 8,7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker Kerri Neary of Summit Ridge Energy Discusses Development of Local Solar Facilities

GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of each month, except July & August, at the
Granite Presbyterian Church, 10637 Old Court Rd., Woodstock, MD 21163. Everyone is invited to attend.
View our Website at www.gpca.net

Insurance the Focus at March Meeting
At our March meeting, we welcomed James Mobley from the Maryland Insurance Administration
(MIA) who spoke about homeowner's insurance. The MIA regulates the business of insurance in Maryland. If
you have a question about insurance or experience a problem, contact MIA at 410-468-2000,
www.insurance.maryland.gov. Natural disasters like fires, floods, and tornadoes have been in the news more
often in recent days and it is important for homeowners to be prepared in case they are affected.
Inventory your home's contents. Record items in a list and/or on a video. Antiques, jewelry, or other
extremely valuable items should be formally appraised and certificated. You may need extra coverage for these
valuable items. Safeguard your records and read your insurance policy to determine what is covered and what
is not. These expenses may or may not be covered or may have limits on their coverage: water and windstorm
damage, debris or tree removal, sewer and drain backup, sump pump failure, and additional living expenses if
disaster forces you from your home.
Check the type of insurance coverage you have for the structure of your home. Notify your agent or
insurance company and increase the limits of your policy if you make any improvements or additions to you
home. Also, due to inflation, the cost of necessary materials to rebuild your home may have increased. Ensure
that your coverage limits are adequate by consulting with your insurance company or agent. Private companies
can help with estimates on rebuilding and you can find information about this subject on the MIA Website.
If your home could be damaged by rising water that covers a 2-acre area, consider buying federal flood
insurance. Standard homeowners, farm and ranch owners, renters, and condominium policies DO NOT cover
damage caused by rising waters. Flood insurance is an optional coverage offered by the Federal Government,
and may also be available through other sources.
After a loss, contact your insurance company immediately. Take photographs or videos of the damaged
areas. Make only those repairs necessary to prevent further damage to your home. This includes covering
roofs, walls, or windows with plywood, canvas, or other waterproof material. Do not make permanent repairs
without consulting your agent or company. Unauthorized repairs may not be reimbursed. Before you remove
any damaged property, be sure an insurance adjuster or your agent has seen the damage so that a damage and
loss assessment can be prepared.
Many thanks to James Mobley for this informative and helpful presentation.
Denise Maranto
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