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IMPORTANT NOTICE!

GPCA Meeting Changed to ...
Monday, May 20, 2024, 7:00 PM

@
Social Hall, Granite Presbyterian Church

10637 Old Court Road
 

Protect Yourself Online
Cybersecurity for the Layperson

Guest Speaker:
Mike Burke, CPP, CFEI

 
      Michael Burke is a senior security Specialist and Consultant with
extensive federal and state experience in using the full spectrum of Security
Disciplines to deal with world and cyberspace threats. He will share tips and
particular advice on how to protect yourself and your families, your financial
interests, and your businesses.  Please join us for an introduction into how
to “lock our windows and doors” against cyber threats and attempts to steal

https://mailchi.mp/2c9f49530874/gpca-may-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]


your assets, your identity, and other personal data we need in the modern
world – too important and timely to miss!

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Upcoming Meetings:
June 10 – Caliber Carving with Evelyn Mogren
July and August – No general meeting

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Inside This Issue
(click on the link to go to article)

 
Articles
 President's Note
 Last Month's Meeting
 Membership News
  CZMP GPCA Area Zoning
Petition
 Community Sign
 GPCA Annual Cleanup
 CAP Open House
 Diamond Ridge Family Park
  Replacement of Ben's Run
Bridge
 Historic Home Tour
 Diggs-Johnson Museum Visit
 Why Did the Turtle Cross the
Road?
 

Inside This Issue
(click on the link to go to article)

Around the Neighborhood
 GPC Food Truck
 St. Alphonsus Celtic Music
Concert

Classifieds
 Chesapeake Tree Services
 Warm Spirit Massage
 Mathena Septic Service
 David Dell Tree Services
 Lenny's Autotive
 Hernwood Construction
 Lithic Landscapes

 

President's Note

Are We There Yet?
Fellow Members, Friends and Neighbors,
      We can feel it and see it!   Despite the roller-coaster weather dips and
somewhat persistent chill, the natural beauty of our GPCA area is emerging
everywhere!   The humming birds have returned, and no cicadas for us,
thank goodness. Hopefully, we have all been able to incorporate some of
the very helpful Master Gardner information shared at the March meeting
about Spring preparations for our gardens and growing areas. Seedlings
are jumping up, and young plants will be just in time for the “plant swap” at
the GPCA June meeting.
     Meanwhile, we remain active in pursuing the concerns of all our
community. Reports of problems are encouraged and taken seriously. We
follow up however necessary, including being raised and discussed at



general meetings.  Relevant officials are contacted and, if necessary, more
formal actions are taken by membership vote. That’s why everyone’s
involvement is important.  
        It can’t be said too many times……….We may be small in very large
county, but together we are mighty: our guiding belief is that we are all part
of the same community and the more ways we can all get together, the
more voices we have, the better! Staying informed and engaged is one of
our greatest strengths. We remain committed to providing a good forum to
address the larger community concerns of our members and neighbors to
gain consensus and make our voices heard.   That is the importance of
joining us and sharing your priorities as part of the GPCA community.
     See you on May 20th.  

~ Kathy Skullney, GPCA President
443-838-0861

ksskullney@verizon.net 
(back to top)

Last Month
April General Meeting

Liberty Road Volunteer Fire Company

Guest speaker Capt. Bernard Jones of the Liberty
Road Volunteer Fire Company gave a presentation
on the department’s activities and coverage area. 

He has 22 years of experience and works with 50 volunteer fire fighters.
The GPCA membership area is served by both Liberty Road and Woodlawn
Volunteer Companies, though their response areas do not overlap. Capt.
Jones addressed the challenges of responding in the rural area and how
they secure adequate water to extinguish our fires. There is a cistern for
their use on Sienna Way and they have access to the Edrich ponds. They
also are now licensed for a drone, and have a new engine. He reminded us
that smoke detectors more than ten years old are not reliable and should be
replaced. Use battery run detectors which can be easily replaced and
thrown away.   He also urged anyone interested to volunteer – especially
young residents as the age limit is now 16 years old – and everyone can
help in some way. There was a great exchange of questions, answers and
participation from all our attendees.  More information and upcoming events

mailto:ksskullney@verizon.net


can be found at www.lrvfc.org. , Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter. GPCA presented him with a $100.00 donation for
the LRVFC unit.

~ Kathy Skullney
(back to top)

Membership News

Our 2024 membership drive continues to receive
renewals and new memberships. Many thanks to all of
our renewing members and welcome to our 27 new

members.   We are well into our 2024 drive but all memberships are
welcome and encouraged throughout the year.  Your GPCA monitors zoning
and code enforcement issues that impact land use and our Small
Watershed Conservation Committee (SWCC) tests the water quality of our
streams year-round.   And thanks to our recently completed clean up our
roads are looking good! We are also able to produce and distribute this
newsletter to keep our subscribers informed about issues that affect our
residents. That’s the value of your membership. Won’t you add joining
GPCA to your “to do” list? Whether you choose to join online or by mail
every membership is evidence of your commitment to our
Granite/Woodstock community. 
Membership levels are:  
Joint $30 for 2 voting members in the same household residing within the
GPCA membership area
Single $20 for a single voting member residing within the GPCA
membership area
Associate $10 available for businesses and those living outside the GPCA
membership area, no voting privileges
What are the GPCA boundaries?  Click here

There are many options to join:
Scan this QR Code
or by Mail: GPCA Attn: Treasurer, PO Box 31,
Woodstock, MD 21163
or online www.gpca.net/membership-renewal-sign-up/   
or in person at one of our meetings

http://www.gpca.net/gpca-boundary-definition/
http://www.gpca.net/membership-renewal-sign-up/


Questions and suggestions are welcome anytime.   Hope you are enjoying
spring in Granite/Woodstock.   Hope to meet you at one of our informative
meetings!

~ Cathy Wolfson
(back to top)

CZMP
GPCA area Zoning Petition

Issue #4-011

As reported, the Planning Board work session for District 4 and 7 took place
on April 18th. The Board noted the impressive number of GPCA members
and residents living very near the Braglio property being petitioned who
attended and voiced their objections to the requested zoning change.
GPCA’s written objections already were seen and reviewed by Board
members, and emphasized by 4th District member Cathy Wolfson. The
Planning Board voted to accept the staff recommendation against changing
the zoning,  thereby keeping it at RC2 for agricultural use only. The official
final vote of the Planning Board will be May 16th. The process then moves
to the County Council which will hear public testimonies in person
throughout the month of June. The 4th  District hearing is scheduled for
June 6th at the New Town High School in Owings Mills, starting at 6:00. The
Council’s final zoning decisions are scheduled for vote on August 27th.

~ Kathy Skullney
(back to top)



  GPCA Community
Sign Proposal

Per membership approval, GPCA has
applied for a $3,500 community grant to

erect a large, semi-permanent community association sign at the corner of
Davis Avenue and Old Court Road. The volunteered property site belongs
to Ru-ching Hsai and Patrik Bavoil, and is a great entry location for the
larger community area.  Stay tuned!  

~Bill Skullney
(back to top)

GPCA's Annual Community Clean-Up A
Success!

It has been a longtime goal of mine to put Roadside Clean-up front and
center on “dumpster day.”  Thanks to everyone who made that happen this
year.  Community was front and center (not that Spring cleaning around
your house and yard doesn’t matter).  My sincere thanks to everyone listed
below for making our collective interest move into the spotlight in 2024!
Number One on the “Team Effort” list relates to our on-going Adopt-A-
Highway commitment. We have now officially conducted the first of our four
Old Cort Road clean-ups for 2024. The year got off to a great start thanks to
the efforts of the Old Court team! 

Kudos to all the teams for their amazing EFFORT:
Old Court Road
Bob & Susie Reisdorf, Jim Raistrick, Andrea DeSanti, Dave Hutchins,
Merlowe Henry,  Brigitte & Mike Hisky, Zulma Santiago, Patrik Bavoil,
Adrien Malick, James Hill, Candy & Scott Witte, Ben Stombler
Hernwood Road



Steve Libowitz, Strohmers, Ken Jordan
Davis Avenue
Austin Cohen, Colleen Shea, Virginia Gambrell, Mark Twardzik, Sandy
Fryer, Pam Germain, Ken Jordan
Granite Road
Ezra Link, Dulce Yazmin, Nathan Taylor
Offutt Road
Jackie Myster, Sam Morant, Joshua Moultrie, Ravera Moultrie
Ridge Road
Lisa Charyszyn, Dan Ryan, Nathan Taylor, Ezra Link, Dulce Yazmin
Dogwood Road
Lindsey Malick (multiple roads!), Gabriela Summer-Herndon, Tony & Kate
Nueslein
Wright’s Mill Road
Richard & Gail Collins
The “Everywhere” Pick-Up Team collecting all the bags! 
Cathy Wolfson, Carlton Oakman, Patrik Bavoil , Howard Leiboeitz
Refreshments
Nadine Merkle, Gail & Richard Collins, Marty Kelley
GPCA is grateful for the on-going support of St. Alphonsus Rodriguez
Church in providing the Parish Center parking lot to run the GPCA
Community Clean-Up year by year. 
Thanks to all the teams for putting community first.

 
Great working with you!

, ~ Carol Link
GPCA Clean Up Coordinator

443-554-0306 or email linkgang87@gmail.com
(back to top)

﻿ CAP Open House @Historic
Nike Site - May 26th!

After years of work from hundreds of volunteers and
generous donations the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) will
open the Granite Nike site, BA-79, to the public on

the fourth Sunday of month with the first opening occurring on 26 May from
1:00  to 4:00 p.m. During this time tours of the site will be offered to include
going into two of the magazines where the missiles were housed. While the
May open house will be geared toward the Nike site, the June open house

http://linkgang87@gmail.com/


(23 June) will be a much larger event with several local volunteer
organizations hosting display tables to include Patapsco Greenway
Heritage, a local model rocketry club, and GPCA. We are also hoping to
host a guest speaker who will talk about the history of the Nike program and
BA-79. 
     To prepare for the open houses there will be a volunteer work day on 18
May from 0900 to 1200. During this time we will be freshening up the site
with new paint and mowing and weed-whacking the fast-growing grass and
weeds.
     CAP is an affiliate of the United States Air Force and, as one of its
missions, provides aerospace education to its members and the public.
Since the Maryland Wing CAP leases the Nike site from the state of
Maryland to use as its headquarters, opening the site to the public is a great
way to support this mission of educating the public on aerospace topics.
      If you are interested in volunteering or have questions please contact
Tom Reed, project coordinator. His email is treed@cap.gov. 

~ Tom Reed
Maryland Wing Facilities Manager

(back to top)

Diamond Ridge Family Park Renovation

Baltimore County is (finally) advertising for bids to
replace the pedestrian bridge and stairway to
Diamond Ridge Pond this spring and the design
includes other improvements to the park.  The
existing concrete bridge abutments and staircase

will be removed. A new bridge and concrete stairway will be relocated
further to the east.   The plan calls for restoration enhancements to
Dogwood Run up and downstream of the bridge to include riffle grade
controls and rock sills.   The pond will be accessed by a 10’ wide asphalt
walkway and an ADA picnic area and parking spaces will be added.   The
two decks on the pond will also be replaced. Work is expected to begin
before July 1, 2025. 

~ Cathy Wolfson
(back to top)



Update on
Replacement of Ben's

Run Bridge at
Dogwood and

Hollifield Roads

Listed erroneously as Dogwood Road Bridge No. B-0072 over Dogwood
Run, this bridge has been on the county’s list to replace since 2004 but has
been delayed because the county has been unable to acquire the land on
the Quaker Hill side of the bridge from the MD Dept. of Natural Resources
(DNR). Due to partial funding from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), the National Park Service is required to approve the property
transfer from DNR.   At this time county engineers expect the land
acquisition to be resolved and the new bridge design is about 80%
complete. Another requirement of FHWA is that the
bridge must have a weight limit of 80,000 lbs to
accommodate all vehicles, including tractor trailers.
However, the design does NOT include any changes
to the geometry of the roadway on either side of the bridge so Quaker Hill
will remain a barrier to tractor trailer traffic. The new bridge will carry two
traffic lanes and include a 3 foot shoulder on the upstream side and a 6 foot
shoulder on the downstream side to accommodate pedestrians. Once the
design is complete it must be reviewed and accepted by FHWA and MD
State Highway Administration before going out to bid.   Estimated cost for
the project is $3,225,000.  The county expects to advertise for bids in early
2025 and begin work that summer.   No word yet on how long we should
expect the bridge to be closed. For more information about Baltimore
County’s bridges visit their Structural Design page.  

~ Cathy Wolfson
(back to top)

Historic Home Tour Open
House

May 19, 2024

The Granite Historical Society is pleased to
announce an Open House on Sunday, May, 19th 2024, from 12:00 - 4:00



pm  at  the farmhouse and former laundry for Woodstock College.   The
home, located at 10820 Old Court Road in Granite, MD,  is currently
occupied by Brigitte and Michael Hisky  under the Maryland Resident
Curatorship Program. The history of the home, historic photographs, and
the challenges of living as a Curator for a home registered in the Maryland
Historic Trust will be discussed by the Hiskys during this time. Ample
parking at the site will be available.   NOTE: The home is located between
the Woodstock Job Corps and St. Alphonsus Church and may not be shown
correctly in some of the Map Apps. For questions regarding the tour, feel
free to contact any of the board members or at
info@granitehistoricalsociety.org. 

~ Roy Danz
GHS President

(back to top)

Granite Historical Society
Diggs-Johnson Museum Visit

In lieu of the Spring hike, the GHS is sponsoring a
curated tour of the Diggs-Johnson Museum, known

by most of you as the Cherry Hill Church, on Offut Road. After failing into
disrepair at the end of the last century, the church has been restored and
now houses the Diggs-Johnson Museum. Ms. Betty Steward, site historian,
will lead a curated tour on Sunday, June 23 at 1 pm.  Ms. Stewart will
discuss how the Cherry Hill Church came to be, how it was saved, and why
it now houses the Diggs-Johnson Museum. If interested in attending,
participants should meet promptly at the Granite Presbyterian Church at 1
pm from which we will car pool to the Museum. Parking at the Museum is
extremely limited, so carpooling will be a must. If you like to learn more
about this often overlooked piece of Granite history, email
president@granitehistoricalsociety.org or check it out at
www.diggsjohnsonmuseum.com.   Participants will be required to sign a
waiver of liability 

~ Roy Danz
GHS President

(back to top)
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Why Did the Turtle Cross the Road?
No, I’m not trying to set up a new take on that old joke with the lame punch
line.  Unlike the chicken, turtles aren't just trying to get to the other side, but
actually have someplace to go.  More on that later.  

I’m sure we’ve all rescued a turtle or two from
harm’s way.   In this area, the turtle that you
helped was likely an Eastern Box Turtle
(Terrapene carolina).  Eastern box turtles are

the most common species of turtle in Maryland.  They are characterized by
their distinctive domed shell, which can range in color from brown to black,
often adorned with yellow or orange markings.  The plastron (underside of
the shell) is hinged, allowing the turtle to close itself entirely within its shell
for protection.  
They are terrestrial turtles, meaning they spend most of their time on land,
although they may venture into shallow water or mud for feeding or to cool
off.   They are relatively adaptable and can be found in a wide range of
environments, from wooded areas and open pastures to suburban
neighborhoods.  Eastern Box Turtles are omnivorous, consuming a diet that
includes insects, fruits, mushrooms, and plants.  They are also known for
their ability to navigate and return to their home range, displaying
remarkable homing behavior.  
So, why do they cross the road?   Quite often they may be searching for
suitable nesting sites.  And, in the early summer, many females will travel
far to find ideal places to lay their eggs and may often cross roads to do
this.    Also, there may be a localized shortage of resources which
necessitates an extension of their home range.
     How can we help?  The best way to help a turtle cross a road
is to keep humans, pets, and vehicles at bay until it can safely
cross on its own without any assistance.  If the turtle is moving
independently from one side of the road to the other, simply keep watch
from a distance.  If it’s safe to do so, direct vehicles around it.  Be aware of
your surroundings and traffic.

Handle Turtles Carefully--If you must pick up a turtle, gently grasp the
shell edge near the mid-point of the body with two hands while
supporting the bottom half of the shell.  
Maintain Direction of Travel--Always move a turtle in the same
direction it was traveling when you saw it.  Turtles generally have a



good sense of where they are and where they’re going. 
Don’t Relocate the Turtle-- It’s also important not to remove the turtle
from its immediate territory by driving it to a local park or nature
preserve.  This unexpected change of scenery could leave the turtle
vulnerable to disease and environmental stress. Even if you think you
know a great, safe place for the turtle to go, it’s best to leave it to its
own devices once you’ve removed it from harm’s way.  

Eastern Box Turtles face various threats in addition to road mortality
including habitat loss due to urbanization, and agricultural development.
Additionally, the illegal pet trade poses a significant threat to their
population.   Please be on the lookout for these fascinating creatures and
lend them a helping hand whenever you can.  
OK, since you asked: Why did the turtle cross the road? To prove he wasn’t
chicken!  

~ Bob Reisdorf
GPCA Small Watershed Conservation Committee

(back to top)



Around the Neighborhood
 
CAP Open House Historic Nike Site - May 26th still on!
Woodlawn Police Officer Appreciation Day – June 14th, 11 – 4 pm,
Woodlawn Precinct 
Job Corps
   - Graduation May 23rd on campus, 1:30-3:30, GPCA invited 
   - Community Relations Council - June 13, 2024@ 11:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m.
Lost and Found - Jewelry found on a trail near St. Alphonsus Church.
Contact Dee Papania, Parish Life Director, at
dee@stalchurch.org (443-973-5472) or Jessica Morrissey,
Administrative Assistant, jessica@stalchurch.org (443-973-5476).
 

What's happening in your HOA? What's going on around the
neighborhood, along the roads or near you?

Let your community know!
(back to top)
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Celtic Music Concert
St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Church

10800 Old Court Road, Woodstock, Maryland 21163
Sunday, June 2nd @ 3PM

     
St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Celtic
Music Concert on Sunday, June 2nd featuring popular Celtic artists Charlie
Zahm and Tad Marks. The free concert will be held in church starting at
3PM with lite fare in the parish hall.

Charlie Zahm is one of the most popular soloists at Celtic music festivals,
Maritime, and American Traditional music events anywhere east of the
Mississippi. With a baritone voice some have described as “coming along
once in a generation.” Charlie has become one of the most successful



performers on the Celtic festival circuit, weaving
magical moments of Scottish and Irish history for
the listener and viewer, with passion for the
performance and a chosen repertoire pleasing to
all members of the family. A master of the guitar
as well, Charlie brings an authentic love and
respect for the music he sings-and with dashes

of humor and a light in his eyes, he will draw you into the stories of his
songs!
 
Charlie will be joined by Cooksville fiddler Tad Marks, who has toured
extensively across the U.S. and Europe with top-name groups and is
considered one of the finest fiddlers on the East Coast. His down-home
charm and easy-going style have made him friends across the country, and
his fine fiddling on stage with Charlie ranges from hard-driving jigs and reels
to expressive accompaniments. www.charliezahm.com

~ Ed  Pelsinsky
St. Alphonsus Rodriquez Church

(back to top)

Advertisements

Thanks to all advertisers for helping to support the GPCA
and this newsletter!

http://www.charliezahm.com/
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   Contact Us

Do you know GPCA Newsletter is always available on the GPCA
website and you don't have to be a GPCA member or resident to
subscribe to GPCA Newsletter? 
Email us for article submission, or any suggestions.

Copyright © 2016 by GPCA 
GPCA, PO Box 31, Granite, MD 21163

gpca21163@gmail.com
Submitting Newsletter articles or advertisements before 25th of the month to be

published in the Newsletter of the following month.  See GPCA
advertising/article/letter policy.

unsubscribe from this list.

S u b s c r i b e  t o  G P C A  N e w s l e t t e r
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