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Check us out at our website - http://www.gpca.net/  

Meeting, Oct. 13, & Picnic, Oct. 18 
GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of every month, except July and August, 

at 7:30PM at the Granite Presbyterian Church 
10637 Old Court Road (Just north of Hernwood Road) 

Non-members are encouraged to attend. 
 

  

  
  
  

OOCCTT..  MM EEEETTII NN GG  OONN   TTAA XX  

AA SSSSEESSSSMM EENN TT  &&   BBAA LLLLOOTT  

II SSSSUUEESS  ɬɬ  PPll eeaassee  BBee  TThheerree  
          OOccttoobbeerrɀɀss  GGPPCCAA   mmeeeettiinngg  oonn  

MM oonnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr   1133,,  ww ii ll ll   ddeeaall   ww ii tthh  

tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttɀɀss  pprroocceessss  ooff   

pprrooppeerr ttyy  ttaaxx  aasssseessssmmeenntt..    Mr. Jim 

Roesner of the Baltimore County 

Assessment Office ii ss  tthhee  gguueesstt  

ssppeeaakkeerr ..    IInn  aaddddii tt iioonn,,  tthhee  LLeeaagguuee  ooff   

WWoommeenn  VVootteerrss  ww ii ll ll   bbee  rreepprreesseenntteedd  

ttoo  ddiissccuussss  ppeerr tt iinneenntt  SSttaattee  aanndd  

CCoouunnttyy  bbaall lloott  iinnii ttiiaatt ii vveess  ((sseeee  ppgg..  33))..      

          TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  bbeeggiinnss  aatt  77::3300  pp..mm..  iinn  

tthhee  SSoocciiaall   HH aall ll   ooff   tthhee  GGrraannii ttee  

PPrreessbbyytteerr iiaann  CChhuurrcchh  oonn  OOlldd  CCoouurr tt  

RRooaadd..  
                                                                                   

COMMUNITY PICNIC @  

/ '+ɀ2ɯ% 1,Ȯɯ."3ȭɯƕƜ 
3 P.M. - DUSK   

Councilman Ken Oliver   

featured at GPCAɀÚ  

September meeting 
    GPCA President Ralph Wright 

introduced Ken  OliverȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯ

County Councilman.  Oliver  received 

a warm round of applause from the 

membership in appreciation of his 

ÜÕÞÈÝÌÙÐÕÎɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÍɯ&/" ɀÚ no 

upzoning position during the 

rezoning process.  

     Mr. Oliver described the difficulty 

of the 2008 Comprehensive Zoning 

Map Process (CZMP) cycle due to 

the applications for rezoning on 

behalf of a synagogue, a mosque, and 

three churches.  Each of these issues 

required expanding the Urban Rural 

Demarcation Line (URDL).   The 

URDL was determined by the 

ÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯƖƔƕƔɯ,ÈÚÛÌÙɯ/ÓÈÕɯÈÕËɯ

delineates those lands served by 

public water and sewerage from 

Rural Conservation zones.  Mr. 

Oliver denied the requests citing his 

long standing position to preserve the 

URDL.  Furthermore if approved  the 

applications for rezoning of Christian 

Life and Restoring Life churches on 

Windsor Mill Road combined with 

the traffic generated by Jesus House, 

also on Windsor Mill Road , and 

Antioch Baptist on Old Court Road , 

would  have generated gridlock to 

local traffic when services or activities  

were held.   

     Baltimore County has been offered 

50 acres of property currently held by 

Bethel  for the possible site of a 

county sports facility.   Mr. Oliver 

cited current budget shortfalls on the 

state and county levels which may 

negatively impact the likelihood of 

this proposal.  Vice President Bruce 

Mezger asked how the County would 

benefit from  this.  Oliver indicated it 

ÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈÕɯɁÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɂɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌȮɯ

noting that currently the property 

owners have not accepted the offers   

based on property tax appraisals.  

When asked why Bethel wanted to 

change its zoning on the property, 

Oliver said that upzoning would 

enhance the value of real estate in the 

event that the site was determined to 

be unsuitable for their needs. 

     Oliver noted the status of various 

projects in the Randallstown area:  1) 

Work on the Randallstown 

Community Center  is on track to be 

completed on time in March 2009.  

The County is paying $13.5 million 

for this 60,000 sq. ft. green building. 

All new construction of  (cont. pg. 2)

6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ(ÕÚÐËÌ 
)ÖÉɯ"ÖÙ×Úȱȱȭȭȱȱȭȭȱȭȭȱȱȭȱȭ..2 

,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȭȭȱȱȭȭȭȭƖ 

 ÕÕÜÈÓɯ/ÐÊÕÐÊȱȭȱȱȭȱȭȭȱȱȱ...3 

!ÈÓÓÖÛɯ0ÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȱȭȭȱȭȱȱȱȭ...3-4 

2ÌÈÚÖÕÈÓɯ2ÏÐÍÛȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭƘ 

4×áÖÕÐÕÎɯ2ÐÎÕÚȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȭƜ 

+ÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÖɯ$ËÐÛÖÙȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱƜ 

"ÙÐÔÌɯ ÓÌÙÛȭȭȭȭȭȭȭȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭƝ 

 ËÝÌÙÛÐÚÐÕÎȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȱƙ-11 
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OLIVER AT GPCA (cont. from pg. 1)  
County facilities is required to use environmentally 

friendly design and materials.  The building will house an 

indoor swimming pool, indoor track, two basketball courts 

and a computer/tech center.  There will also be a theater 

and lounge funded by federal funds which were secured 

by Sen. Barbara Mikulski.  The facility is designed to be 

used by all residents from 8 to 90.  Currently it is on time 

and budget.  2) Negotiations continue with Ruby 

3ÜÌÚËÈàɀÚ for a restaurant located in the Home Depot 

shopping center. 3) Wal-Mart  is getting closer to 

announcing a construction date for its location at 

Randallstown Plaza at Brenbrook and Liberty Roads.  He 

has requested that the company consider a Super Wal-

Mart since two grocery stores on Liberty Road have closed 

in recent years. 4) For the vacant Offutt/LibertyRoad Giant  

store, Oliver is working on attracting a satellite campus of 

CCBC.   Mr. Oliver advised the group that many high 

school seniors today have light schedules due to their 

fulfillment of credit requirements prior to their senior 

year.  A CCBC campus within walking distance of 

Randallstown High School would allow students to earn 

college credits during their senior year.  5) Antwerpen  has 

closed for business.  Hopes to fill the space with a full 

service Baltimore County Police Station have been 

sidelined by $40 million budget shortfall.  6) The auto 

shop and house on the southwest corner of Offutt and 

Liberty are being considered by the County for purchase 

to align the intersection. 
     Other area projects that Mr. Oliver addressed were 1)  

the proposed Funeral Home at King Memorial Park  on 

Dogwood Road.  He said that community concerns would  

be addressed by attending the develo×ÌÙɀÚɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ

Input Meeting.  There has been no date set for the meeting. 

2) The Reisterstown Ice Rink has proven to be very 

successful for the County and has generated $500,000 in 

income since its opening a year ago.  3) Consideration is 

being given to installing artificial turf on the playing fields 

at Northwest Regional Park . 

     Oliver also answered a question about the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

first time homeowner program , saying that currently 

$10,000 is made available to qualified applicants, but 

efforts are being made to increase that limit to $20,000.  

Dale Feidler asked about the Cherry Hill Cemetery  (on 

Offutt Road) which is apparently being ignored and 

overgrown.  O liver said that the County had applied for 

federal and state government grants to restore the 

property.  

                             Brenda Logue summarized report from  

                                                 Minutes by Cathy Wolfson 

 

JOB CORPS DIRECTOR ALSO SPOKE TO 

MEMBERS AT SEPTEMBER MEETING 
     Business-Community Liaison Ed Roberts of Woodstock 

Job Corps Center introduced Rodney Butler, Center 

Director who addressed the group. 

     Job Corps is currently threatened by budget shortfalls 

in the US Dept of Labor, but enjoys bipartisan support.   

Two weeks ago Congressional Appropriations Committee 

staffers visited the Center to see firsthand how the 

program works.   Claude Libis provided community input 

to the staffers which reflected well on Job Corps.  Upon 

their return to Washington, Congressman Cummingsɀ aide 

distributed a petition to House Representatives to support 

funding of the center.  

      Currently the Woodstock center is serving 

approximately 500 students, 440 of whom reside at the 

center.  They have a staff of 230 +/- employees making 

them the largest employer in the 21163 zip code area! 

     The Center is located in a beautiful but dated facility 

which is challenging to opera te.  Since managing the 

center, Adams and Associates have improved 

6ÖÖËÚÛÖÊÒɀÚɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÙÈÕÒÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯƕƔƝɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯƕƖƖɯ

centers nationally to number 6.  Further, the center has 

earned number one ranking in the Philadelphia region.  

     Based on its successful performance the center was 

awarded $850,000 for capital improvements. 

     Mr. Roberts announced that Woodstock students will 

again assist the GPCA in setting up for its annual 

community picnic, scheduled for Saturday, October 18.  

He also offered the sÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÖÍɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯ

security to patrol the  community with COP volunteers and 

help with the Cherry Hill Cemetery cleanup.   

Refreshments for the November GPCA General Meeting 

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÎÙÈÊÐÖÜÚÓàɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɀÚɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȭ 
                                   Cathy Wolfson, GPCA Sept. Minutes 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:  Dr. Lee Fitzpatrick and 

Rosie Small of Harvest Fields Drive. 

RENEWING MEMBERS this past month:  Richard & 

Hilda Anderson, Leroy & Hilda Ely, and William 

Masemore. 

     Dues received after the 20th of August  will be listed in 

the next newsletter.  If you are moving and wish to 

continue receiving the newsletter, send us your new 

address and a check for $5 to cover postage:  GPCA, Box 

31, Woodstock, MD 21163.      

     EMAIL ADDRESSES UPDATED :  We are making an 

effort to keep our list of email addresses updated.  Should 

your email address change, kindly notify Marty at 410 -

461-5605.  This list is used by the GPCA Board members 

only!                                                                        Marty Kelley 
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DEEPEST SYMPATHY  The GPCA Board 

wishes to express its sympathy to the Family of Troy 

Samuels of Autumn Blaze Ct. who passed away on 

Sept. 26.  His work with GPCA earned him the 

ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÏÖÕÖÙÈÙàɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȭɂɯɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯ

survived by his wife, Linda. 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY PICNIC,  

.ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯƕƜȮɯɑɯ/ÈÏÓɀÚɯ%ÈÙÔɯÖÕɯ,ÌÓÙÖÚÌɯ ÝÌȭ              

     The community is invited to the Annual Picnic 

ÈÛɯ/ÈÏÓɀÚɯ%ÈÙÔɯÖÕɯƖƛƗƔɯ,ÌÓÙÖÚÌɯ ÝÌȭȮɯGranite.  

The picnic runs from 3 p.m. until dusk.  As is 

traditional folks bring their own hamburgers/  

hotdogs and buns for the grill along with a dish 

to share.   If you like, you can bring a cake for the 

cake walk, but that is only if you are so inclined . 

Bring a Cake, if You like, for Cake Walk  

     GPCA supplies the grill, condiments, paper 

and plastic goods along with hot and cold 

beverages.  What a deal.  Along with food  and 

meeting neighbors, the following activities ar e 

planned:  hay rides, moon bounce,  music,  

inspection  and rides on the new Liberty Road 

Fire Engine.                                            Brenda Logue   

LAST DAY FOR VOTER 

REGISTRATION IS OCT. 14  

STATE AND COUNTY BALLOT 

QUESTIONS  AT THE NOV EMBER 4 

GENERAL ELECTION  (provided by LWV)   

 

Baltimore County  

ɁAN ACT to amend the County Chart er to 

remove the prohibition on qualifying or serving 

as a member of the County Council while 

holding employment with the State. ɂ 

    Arguments FOR the Charter Amendment:  

 The Council positions are part time positions, 

and members should be able to earn money 

where they choose. 

 No other jobs are prohibited in the Charter.  

    Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:  
 Conflict of Interest  

 Other large charter counties in MD have this 

prohibition.  

 It only prohibits gov. employment, not private 

employment  

 There are residency requirements in the 

Charter that restrict eligibility  

 

State of Maryland  

QUESTION 1 ɬ Constitutional Amendment  

Early Voting:  Polling Places; Absentee Ballots  

Ɂ ÜÛÏÖÙÐáÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ&ÌÕeral Assembly to enact 

legislation to allow qualified voters to vote at 

polling places inside or outside of their election 

districts or wards and to vote up to two weeks 

before an election.  This amendment also 

authorizes the General Assembly to enact 

legislation to allow absentee voting by qualified 

voters who choose to vote by absentee ballot, in 

addition to voters who are absent at the time of 

the election or who are unable to vote 

×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÓàȭɂ 

     Arguments FOR the Amendme nt: 
 Allows for in -person votin g by voters who, 

due to work hours, long commutes or other 

reasons, are unable to vote during the limited 

hours on Election Day.  Early voting should 

ease long lines and lengthy wait times at 

precincts on Election Day and should ease the 

workload of precin ct workers. This measure 

ÈÓÚÖɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÒÌÓÐÏÖÖËɯÛÏÈÛɯÈɯÝÖÛÌÙɀÚɯ

provisional ballot will be counted by allowing 

Èɯ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÉÈÓÓÖÛɯÊÈÚÛɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÛÌÙɀÚɯ

election district to be counted for eligible 

races. 

     Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:  
 There will be increased costs associated with 

providing polling locations prior to Election 

Day.  Voters who vote during early voting 

may not have access to late campaign 

information on which to base their election 

decisions.  By encouraging more voters to use 

absentee ballots or early voting sites, some of 
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the community interaction that takes place at 

precinct based polling places may diminish.  

QUESTION 2 ɬ Constitutional Amendment  

Authorizing Video Lottery Terminals (Slot 

Machines) to Fund Education  

Ɂ ÜÛÏÖÙÐáÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯÍÐÝÌɯÝÐËÌÖɯ

lottery licenses for the primary purpose of 

raising revenue for education of children in 

public schools, prekindergarten through grade 

12, public school construction and 

improvements, and construction of capi tal 

projects at community colleges and higher 

education institutions.  No more than a total 

number of 15,000 video lottery terminals may be 

authorized in the State, and only one license may 

be issued for each specified location in Anne 

Arundel, Cecil, Worc ester, and Allegany 

Counties, and Baltimore City.  Any additional 

forms or expansion of commercial gaming in 

Maryland is prohibited, unless approved by a 

ÝÖÛÌÙɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕËÜÔȭɂ 

     Argument FOR the Amendment:  

 In 2007, the Department of Legislative 

Services estimated 2010 state revenues 

will increase by approximately $86 

million from video gaming receipts 

and by as much as $565 million by 

2013.  This additional revenue could 

reduce tax increases that would 

otherwise be necessary to fund 

projected educational expenses.  

Maryland residents who gamble in 

WV, PA, and DE may choose to spend 

their gambling dollars here instead of 

taking them out of state.  New jobs 

will be created in construction and the 

gambling industry.  Jobs in the horse 

racing industry may be saved.  Unlike 

taxation, gambling is a recreational 

choice and not a mandate. 

     Argument AGAINST the Amendment:  

 In order to generate enough revenue 

to reach the projected increases to state 

funding, gamblers in MD would have 

to lose over $1 billion per year.  To 

generate this level of revenue, the state 

will have to urge its citizens to 

frequent slots parlors.  Gambling, like 

other addictions, frequently leads to 

social (and government) costs 

associated with lost productivity, 

increased crime, broken families and 

even suicide.  Disposable income that 

currently generates sales tax revenue 

could be spent on gambling resulting 

in a loss to the General Fund.  The 

referendum would put a specific 

revenue source, gambling, in the state 

Constitution.  A constitution  should be 

clear, concise and confined to 

fundamentals of the structure of 

government. 

 

SEASONAL  SHIFT 

     During the week after Labor Day, one morning after 

the school bus had whooshed by the farm, I walked to the 

spigot by the pump house and noticed the very first bloom 

on the calico asters. A signal that summer was passing. 

Soon there would be a froth of fall blooming asters 

greeting me each morning as I turn the water on for the 

chicken yard. 

     We seem to travel along through time, day after day in 

a routine way. Then there is a bump and a shift. Suddenly 

I realize sunset is nearer to seven in the evening than nine, 

but a two hour change does not occur in one week. How 

did that slip slip by me?  

     It is time to plant the mums as my summer annual s 

have failed or worn themselves out. Some remain, and are 

reinvigorated by the recent rain and cooler weather. 

Planting mums is one of those things I do every year, and 

wonder if this year will be the year they will return. I wish 

I had planned far enough  ahead to have kale or broccoli 

growing in my fall garden, but once again, I forgot about 

that until too late. I did get the spinach in on Labor Day, 

but I am not quite sure I will have success as it took a week 

for rain to come. 

     Crisp clear days, blue skies, sunshine and a light breeze 

inspire people to consider horseback riding. Not realizing 

that good riding looks easy but requires hard work, they 

want to dabble. I get calls from the curious. Fall always 

inspires a return to the saddle. There is something about 

this season that puts changing leaf color and horseback 

riding together. But like me and my kale and broccoli, 
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×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÑÜÚÛɯËÖÕɀÛɯ×ÓÈÕɯÈÏÌÈËȭɯ ÓÙÌÈËàɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÚÐÎÕÌËɯÜ×ɯ

for so many things that they can only ask the question, but 

never follow th rough. I always hear the surprise in their 

voice that as we go over my availability they realize how 

booked they are. As if they accidentally committed to 

soccer and girl scouts and an afterschool art class. Just as 

well, because the few people who made riding a priority 

this year are already taking up the spaces on my schedule. 

But as I listen to this year after year, I always wonder who 

filled out the forms and mailed in the checks for all these 

things? Yet here they are trying to fit one more thing in 

when weeks still only have seven days, and days 24 hours. 

     As we slip into fall, my days seem shorter, though. I feel 

I need to hurry a little in the morning to get out and get 

started. Chickens and rabbits and horses moved and/or 

fed. Alpacas let out to graze. Then morning riders, or few 

little projects around the farm. Suddenly, it is afternoon 

with a few more lessons and then evening chores and close 

ÛÏÌɯÉÈÙÕȭɯ(ÛɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌɯËÈàÚȭɯ ÓÓɯÖÍɯ

a sudden the day is over. But I am glad for that. I still 

remember days and days of not moving as I recovered 

from one thing and then another. It was against my nature 

to sit still for so long, but I bore up under it and now I am 

moving again. A little slower, in a slightly different 

direction, but moving.  

     In younger years with younger family, I drove all over 

the place. Now, I walk from task to task, seldom leaving 

the farm except on open days for errand running. I have to 

remind myself, though, to go sit down. The work never 

ends, never is everything done. But as one season slides 

into the next, the day is changed and priorities rearrange. 

Some things will just take care of themselves. Everything 

else will just have to wait until I get there.  

     Each beautiful day, I remind myself that thi s too shall 

pass, so take a moment to enjoy it. On the not so good 

days, I again remind myself that this is just one day. When 

I wake up tomorrow, the day will be different. Many of 

the chores the same, but the order of importance will shift 

a bit. A new r outine until again I notice the season has 

changed. Rolling forward with the shift and the slip of 

time. Change as a constant 
                                                                           Brenda Creighton 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Mowing & Trimming 

Yard Cleanup 

Leaf Removal 

BILL & DOTTIEõS 
LAWN SERVICE  

410-750-3573 
443-398-4806 (cell) 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 

            Tis the Season to Make  Wine 
 

              Brand New Wine Making 

                       Equipment & 

                 6 five-gallon bottles 

                           for Juice 

 

                        Call Teresa,  
                      410-922-8191 
 

GPCA DECEMBER MEETING  

Christmas Party  

@ Woodstock Job Corps  

December 8, 2008  
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ñLet a Neighboré 

 be your Good Neighbor Agentò 

 
Granite Resident for 23 years 

State Farm Agent 

Timothy L. Ball          
 

Serving our community  

by protecting families like yours for 

over 28 years 

 

          

            Auto~Home~Life~Health~Business 

 

 
 

Call or write for a free quote today: 

410-461-3277                                     

tim.ball.bvk5@StateFarm.com 
3233 Corporate Court 

Ellicott City, MD  21042 

 

 

  
  

DELTA JOINER.   Floor model on stand ,  

                                          1/3 hp electric. 
  
  

DRILL PRESS,  floor model, 1/2 hp motor. 

 These are older models, built heavy and solid and 
 a major addition to any workshop.    
2 men required to remove them from my basement. 
  
  

PING PONG TABLE,   solid and heavy   

 2 men required to remove. 
  

Price:  $ 35.00 each, or all three for $ 99.00 

  

Call:  Claude Libis, 410 922 2364 

 
 
 
 

 
 

LORING BYERS CLOSES 9/25/08 

The Baltimore Sun reported on Sept. 27 that a 

All dressed up and no place to go....? 
 
Trick or Treat @ Offutt 
Ridge Farm  
            2620 Offutt Rd. 

       October 31
st
 6 to 8pm         

 

We invite you to come to the 

Farm to trick or treat through the 

barns. 

 
By reservation only; call by Oct. 29. 

Groups led every 20 minutes. 

$2 per treat gatherer, adults free. 

Call 410 922 1302 or  

email: farmgirl57@email.com 

mailto:tim.ball.bvk5@StateFarm.com

