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Check us out at our webskéttp://www.gpca.net/

Special Activity on May 19 (no May Meeting)

GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of every month, except July and August,

at 7:30PM at the Granite Presbyterian Church

10637 Old Court Road (Jwst north of Hernwood Road)

Non-members are encouraged to attend.
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NO May Meeting :
Join Us for Banneker Tour

And Trolley Trail Walk

There will be no May GPCA
meeting; instead you are asked to join
us for a tour of the Banneker
Museum on Saturday, May 19.
Please meet at 9:45 a.m. in the
Museum parking lot. Directions
follow in this article. After the
museum video and tour, you can
walk or bike from the museum on the
#9 Trolley Trail into Oella and Ellicott
City. The trail is approximately two
miles in length. If you like you can
walk or be shuttled back to the
museum or have lunch (on your own)
at the Trolley Stop Restaurant; it
specializes in crab cakes and
homemade soups.

GPCA President Anne Libis will
lead the group. Although

reservations for these activities are
not required, they would be
appreciated. Call 410.922.2364.

There is no charge at the museum,
but donations are welcome.

Directions to the Banneker
Museum: Take Rolling Road,
crossing US Route 40 and pass the
shopping area. Turn right on Old
Frederick Road (across from the
Catonsville Senior Center). Continue
to Oella Ave. and turn right . The
Banneker County Park and Museum
is on the left with a gateway and sign.
There is plenty of parki ng. Look for
the GPCA group and sign in.

If you have a van for shuttling,

please contact Anne Libis.
Anne Libis

History on Banneker and
the #9 Trolley Line

Benjamin Banneker

John Jacob compiled the 6llowing
information from the Benjamin
Banneker Center and the website,
www.trainweb.org .

Benjamin Banneker was born in
Maryland on Nov. 9, 1731. His father
and grandfather were former slaves.
A farmer of mod est means, Banneker
nevertheless lived a life of unusual
achievement. In 1753, he young man
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borrowed a pocket watch from a
well -to-do neighbor; he took it apart
and made a drawing of each
component, then reassembled the
watch and returned it, fully
functioning, to its owner.

From his drawings, Banneker then
proceeded to carve out of wood,
enlarged replicas of each part.
Calculating the proper number of
teeth for each gear and the necessary
relationships between the gears,he
constructed a working wooden clock
that kept accurate time and struck the
hours for over 50 years.

In 1791, Banneker was a technical
assistant in calculating and first-ever
surveying of the Federal District,
which is now Washington, D.C.
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pointed to as proof that African
Americans were not intellectually
inferior to European Americans.
Thomas Jefferson himself noted this
in a letter to Banneker.
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Despite the popular prejudices of his
times, the man was quite unwilling to
let his race or his age hinder in any
way his thirst for intellectual
development.

Banneker died on Sunday, Oct. 9,
1806, at the age of 74. A few small


http://www.trainweb.org/
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memorial traces still exist in the Ellicott City/Oella region
where Banneker spent his entire life except for the Federal
survey. It was not until the 1990s that the actual site of

Pick-Up (truck) Team ¢ Ezra and Hadassah Link, Claude Libis,
Jim and Judith Plaskowitz, Dale Feidler
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was determined.
Trolley Line #9
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Ellicott City and Baltimore making for an unnecessarily
long trip. In the 1890s the Columbia and Maryland
Railway was established to build a shorter line between
the cities, with plans for future connections to Laurel and
Washington, D.C. Assorted segmentswere constructed,
but by 1898 the owners ran out of money prematurely, and
sold off what they had built. The new owners completed
the line between Baltimore and Ellicott City, but never
connected to the southern segment.

The segment from Ellicott City provided a more direct
route into Baltimore than did the OML, so many B&O
riders switched to it. Trolley Line #9 operated until 1955
when bus service superceded it. The right-of-way sat
dormant until the 1990s when a rails-to-trails project
converted the portion between Ellicott City and
Catonsville into a pleasant walkway. Despite the
conversion, several trolley line artifacts survive.

John Jacob

Membership News

Membership Renewals received this past month: Patrick &
Linda Allen, Irwin & Rona Desser, Paul & Shirley Dorsey,
Rosemary Dorsey, Victor & Elizabeth Fiorino, Catherine Guidry
& Philip Leibowitz, Ronald Harris & Cherylisa Jennings, Toney
& Tammy Janoskie, George & Diana Jones, Mark & Dawn
Marszal, Carthage & Margaret McCall, Skip & Nadine Merkle,
Ray & Elizabeth Moseley, Troy & Linda Samuels, Bill & Kathleen
Skullney, Charles & Evora Thomas, Timothy & Karen Tucker,
Rob & Cherie Wallace and Tim & Jean Whittington .

Bobbie Stanfield, Meredith Braxton, Jean Higgs, Jean Turner,
Karen Koelbel, Kathy Dorman, Evelyn Golden, and Marty Kelley
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Hadassah and Janet Link

Davis Ave. Team $ Tom and Margaret McGovern, Sandy Fryer,
Betty Kipphut, Dan Liebert, Dave Goldsmith, Joyce Ut tmar,
Karen Koelbel, Hannah Goodmuth, Maggie Goodmuth, Jake
Goodmuth, Mary Lenz, Sue Meekins, Adrien and Patty Malick,
Leslie Malick , Lindsey Malick

Dogwood Road Team -- Dwight and Doris Hartman, Jackie
Webster, Eric Hite

Granite Road Teamt Ralph Wright, Peter Malinovsky, Liz
Lamping , Jim and Judy Plaskowitz, Lance and Linda Chilcoat

Hernwood Team ¢ Ron and Kathy Dorman, Richard Strohmer,
George Strohmer, Bill McConnell, Bill and T opaz Elliott, Austin

Cohen, George Sieretzki, Marty Kelley, Julian and Malik Jones,
Catherine Guidry, and Philip Leibowitz

Old Court Team ¢ Curtis Collins, Jade Collins, Richard
Ackerman, Ed Stanfield, Paul and Shirley Dorsey, Bob and Susie
Reisdorf, Betty Griffith, Joe and Kathy Jenkins, Henry Gregory

Pine Hill + John Hopkins, John Hopkins Jr., Allysha Hopkins,
Jasmin Smith, Roman Adams

Woodstock Job Corp Students Anthony Jenkins, Jean Rich,
Milt on Jones, Ebony Parker, KaliafehWright, and Shelvin Alston
and Nicole Williams, faculty
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sent a little-extra for our budget!

Membership renewal checks received after the 22nd of April
will be posted in the June newsletter.

Note: If you are moving and wish to continue re ceiving the
newsletter, send us your new address and a check @ $5.00 to
cover postage: GPCA, P.O. Box 31, Woodstock, MD 21163
Marty Kelley, Treasurer .

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP RESULTS

Well over a hundred friends and neighbors came out Saturday
morning, A pril 21, 2007 to make a difference! It is heart
warming to see such an outpouring of community spirit and
concern over the condition of our local environment.

Thanks to everyone who worked to make the event a success:

Unloading Team - Bill Skulln ey, Bill Heit, Bob Teller, Bruce
Mezger, Ralph Wright, Bill McConnell , Eric Wakefield

Gregory, Craig Mullen, Reinhart Grzanna, Antoinette Gardner,
Harold Ramsey, Cornelius McCoy, Lois Whitaker, Steve
Manchuk, Jackie Myster, Joyce Myste, Ronald Flamer, Miranda
Hall, Sam Murant, Mack Young, Linda Young, Sheldon Young,
DeEtta RobersonCarter

Ridge Road Teamt Marty, Michelle, Ellie and Emily Cayford,
Bob and Winona Hocutt, Betty U ebel and Bill Uebel, Teresa
Settler, Ron and Deborah Peters

Windsor Mill Team 4 Claude and Anne Libis, David Ball and
Crystal, Kari Mezger, Elaine Rasheed, Amy Cohn, Marcus
Blakeney, Terrell Gamble, Sharon Ford

6 UDT I Uz Uwi Ea@rCand3Weddd Marszal, Sherry Price,
Mark and Terri Stafford, Lorna Hopkins

Thanks to the Middle and High School students who contributed
community service hours to GPCA. (continued on pg. 3)
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Community Clean Up (continued)

Special thanks to Shirley Dorsey who stepped in at short notice
to coordinate the sandwiches, snacks and refreshments for all the
workers!

We extend our ongoing appreciation to Fr. Joseph Lacey and St.
Alphonsus Church for allowing us to use their facility again this
year!

Congratulations to the Old Court Team whose efforts along that
busy stretch of State Highway benefited all of us as GPCA
continues to participate in the Adopt -A-Highway program.
It was great working with you!  Thanks everyone.

Carol Link
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please contact the Editor, so we can have an accurate record.

Memoria | Plaque Dedicated to Abe Granek

By Job CorpszCommunity Relations Council

To visit the Job Corps as several members of GPCA did for
the spring meeting of the Community Relations Council is a
revealing - and a pleasant experience.

We were greeted at the gate by the Security Patrol, students all
of the Corps security training program. After being checked in,
with the utmost courtesy and in a professional way, we were
directed from one "officer" to another, all in uniform, told where
to park and then directed to the entrance of ABE'S PLACE, the
site of the meeting. Once we were inside, students of the
Culinary Arts Program, each immaculate in their white gowns
and caps directed us to our seat and then servers as wells food
preparers went to work , serving our breakfast. Perhaps the
quality of work done by these students reveals more to us, the
visitors, than anything that was or could be said at the gathering.
However, we note that Woodstock Job Corps in a recent
assessment is rated among the top 56 of all Job Corp programs
in the Country. May we not be proud that such a program is in
our midst?

Emphasis today at the Corpsis linking with resources in the
community. Such resources include County Schools as well as
community colleges for these institut ions are in a position to
enhance the extensive resources at Woodstock. Banneker
Museum was mentioned as a site where constuction students
may have an opportunity to contribute to the area.

A special part of the program April 27 was dedication of a
plaque in honor of Abe Granek. This plaque will be hung in the
hall named in honor of Abe and graced by an electric sign at its
entrance, reading, ABE'S PLACE.

In recognition of Abe we were reminded that our own
newsletter, until Abe's death carried a column re the stars. As a
boy, Abe lay on his back on Federal Hill, studying the heavens.
But, this interest in the highest level of achievement was
characteristic of Abe. He was an educator, a high school principal
and a devoted friend of Job Corps.

Abe was known for bringing people together. Shortly after
moving to the Granite area, Abe hosted at his home at Christmas,
a group including Muslims, Catholics, Protestants, black and
white. Abe believed the most precious thing on earth is a human
being and Abe knew no bounds, ALL are equal in his sight.

Perhaps the finest tribute to Abe was spoken by his grand-
daughter, when she commented, "Granddad was the most
human, human | ever knew.

The plaque, unveiled by Betsy Granek, daughter of Abe reads:

In memory of Abraham Granek
For thirty one years of unwavering devotion,
commitment and service on behalf of the
students at the Woodstock Job Corps Career
Development Center. Presented by Community
Relations Council, Thursday April 26 2007.
Claude Libis
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Native Granitonian Gene Hamilton remembered
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lost his battle to lung cancer; he was a native Granitonian
and will truly be missed. The GPCA family expresses its
deepest sympathy to the entire Hamilton family. Gene
was born in Granite and lived his entire life here. He had
been married to his wife Cathy for 49 years.
A member of the Granite Presbyterian Church
Ul xOUUT EwwOOwO! wUTl EVw&T O1 zUwi U
to a dear man. Over a hundred people came to honor him.
Sixteen of his antique cars and his fire engine followed the
I'TEUUIl wOOwWUT 1 wET UUET 82 ww

Frederick Rasmussen of theBaltimore Sun (April 3,
2007)p UOUT WEwWPOOET Ul UOwWwUUOUA wODw.
automobiles and his life. His daughter Pam Adams is
quoted in the article describing his collection of 16 cars
including a 1932 cherry-and-black Rolls Royce, a 1932
black Ford cahriolet and a 1932 PierceArrow touring car.
He also had a 1950 Mack fire engine and several Ford
Thunderbirds. In addition to cars, Gene collected model
trains and was a lover of railroad artifacts.

The Sun article noted that Gene was President of the
Granite Community Association, a predecessor of GPCA
(and next month we plan a story on that organization
started by Austin Deitz).

Professionally, Gene established Hamilton Insurance
Agency in Rockdale in 1955, retiring in 1998.

Brenda Logue

RECYCLING CENTER MOVES

On Tuesday, May 1, 2007, the Northwest Area Recycling
Center will open at its new locatio n: The Liberty Road Volunteer
Fire Station, 10010 Likerty Road. The new location, near the
intersection of Liberty Road and Deer Park Road, is
approximately three miles northwest of the old drop -off center
located in the 8700 block of Liberty road behind the Liberty
Family Resource Center.

Baltimore County News Release
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SNIPPET: Discount Prescription Drug Program - Baltimore

County announced a discount prescription drug card is available
to all County residents ( regardl ess of age or incom@. Cards are
available at County Health Centers, libraries and senior centers.

Community Town Hall Meeting  Attended

Several members of GPCA attended the Community
Town Hall meeting sponsored by Precinct 2/Woodlawn
and the Police Community Relatio ns Council on April 11
Bob Hocutt, Claude Libis, Bruce Mezger, Kari Mezger and
Stacy Wolinski. There were some 95 attendees from
community groups in the Woodlawn Precinct. Dr. Ella
White Campbell, a community activist and leader in
Stevenswood, was the special speaker. She related her
experiences of motivating neighbors to accomplish good in
her community. Her first task in Stevenswood was to rally
support to get an incinerator covered to cut pollution. In
Pikesville she worked on a flooding problem. She said
that communities are powerful with talented people as
resources and that it was important to keep people
informed about what was happening in the community.

Excerpted from Té Angel Crier

Glimmer of Hope

The morning sun warms and brightens my craft room,
highlighting the clutter and whitening the dust around my new
incubator. The Styrofoam Hove Bator sits humming in the sharp
beam of sunlight coming through my curtain -less windows. They
are another project not yet done. Fabric washed and folded and
waiting to be worked with sits in a pile among the craft room
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here in a room of project supplies. | make my way through the
mess to turn the eggs again this morning. | bought the egg turner
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with this first batch that | adore turning my eggs tw ice a day, and
talking to them. | understand the term mother hen as | watch
over these eggs a few minutes each day.

| set my first eggs weeks ago, turkey and duck eggs. | really
only wanted to try the turkey eggs, but since | had so few | put in
duck eggs for mass. Both turkey and duck eggs take 28 days
instead of the 21 needed for chicken eggs. Last week had been
the halfway mark, and | had candled and pulled the eggs that

miniature leaves unfolding, here was a duck forming and there a
turkey. It was working, this process of incubation. It seemed silly
to be thrilled by something that was done on huge scale by mail
order hatcheries, but these were my first. And | felt the
beginnings of new understandings about the relationships of
forms, and designs, and how life pr ocreates along similar
threads, but unique to each kind. | was watching a greater plan
in action.
And | cleared space in the incubator, for eggs gathered that
morning because there had been devastation in the barn the
night before. The door left open. The fox had made a killing,
literally.
| was breaking a rule of incubation, to not clean it out between
Ul 00POT U w( wi T O0wUT PUwWPEUWEOwI O1 U
forever. Therefore, a week agol set the eggs. More duck eggs,
three turkey eggs and nine little silkie eggs. It was all | could do,
now. And | understood the plan of reproduction for highly
i UET POl WEOPOEOUWODO! WEDUEUBwW3IT 1 aw
potential replacements are left behind in a non-dependent form,
sealed and viable,waiting for the right conditions to come to life.
As long as one takes action quickly.
So | took these chicken seeds, and duck pods, and turkey
corms and put them in a warm moist place, hoping for life,
without much hope really. Two days later, a late night power
failure lasted long enough to drain the heat from the incubator
down to 84 degrees. Well, | left the eggs in there, knowing the
almost done ones were far enough along to continue. But the
other ones had just been faced with tragedy after tragedy, but |
would wait until ten days to see. And put it out of my mind.
Here it was just a week after setting, and | came to the
incubator in the morning to play mother hen and act as if all was
okay. | would discover in another week if those first egg s would
hatch or not, and | would need a creative way to clean the
Badikatarddr thade skllpcessiggo! woupl baye tocandle besE | E w
eggs at ten days and see what | had going on, then find a way to
clean up and continue the hatch. I tilted the lid back, and lifted a
dHOK e GuFaER/d it aduEn Gl e ok caugbtthe evdl. T helegga © U w
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it is as if | could candle the egg by sunlight, and wondered for a
moment if that is really how it used to be don e. | rolled a few
more eggs and shifted. The sunlight caught another shell, making
it glow, and | noticed the spot, the dark spot with veins. This is it!
3T PUwWPUwWPOUODOT nww( wi 1 OEwl EET wdi w
ray of morning sun and found a spot in most of them, but not in
one. So there, the chill in the barn had not killed them, the power
failure had not killed them. In two more weeks, if hatching in a
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had avoided the process, afraid | would make a mistake and
throw out a good egg. | just put it off. But then | realized | would
not gain any knowledge by avoiding the experience, and decided
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The first egg left me puzzled, not knowing what | was looking
at, but the second and third egg made it clear the first egg was
not fertile. Easy decision to remove it. As | worked my way
through the eggs, | could see that changes had occurred. On
some | began to notice novement, like a heartbeat or a flutter.
Yes, something was working its way into being. Like a seed
sprouting in a paper towel so that you can see the root and the

again. | slowly rotated through the second setting, seeing how

many | could tell were fertile and working and not giving up
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In the glow of the morning sun, | found a glimmer of hope fo r

my future chickens and ducks. Yes, there will always be dangers

and disasters. Difficulties and failures. Yes, yes. They have their

heartbreaks and frustrations. It was a privilege to see that tiny

start of life in the glow of t he morning sun. There is hope, maybe

just a glimmer, but hope to move forward with quiet reassurance

that things will eventually work out.
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Brenda Creighton

SNIPPET: Baltimore County has a first time home buyer
program. People needing help with settlement costs or
closing expenses should contact the Office of Community
Conservation at (410) 887 3317
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hometown in West Virginia. In those days, West Virginia history
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she married Granville Jarvis and had 12 children, eight of whom
died before reaching adulthood. Her life revolved around the
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LAWN SERVICE

Mowing & Trimming

LeafRemoval
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Methodist Church in Grafton, WV, was founded. Ann was an
activist, organizing women to improve health and sanitary
conditions, raising money for medicine and inspecting food and
milk.
When the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad made Taylor County
(location of Grafton) a strategic site during the Civil War, Jarvis
OUTTEW T UwlOUTT UUZzZwbOUOWT UOUXx UwU
for both Union and Confederate soldiers. Near the end of the
war as both sides came home to the western part of Virginia, Ann
OUT EOPa&T EwEw, O0UT 1 UUzw»nUDI OEUT Pxuw
and neighbors of all political beliefs. The event was a huge
successand continued for several years.

Home Buying/Selling
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Your Neighborhood Realtor RALPH WRIGHT
; = REALTOR®
Contact me today Columbia Midtown Office

for a “Free”
Consultation!

Send me an email with your questions
ralph.wright @longandfoster.com
or
: Visit my site at
www.RealEstate The WrightWay.org

10741 Little Patuzent Parkway
Columbia, MD 21044

Cell: (410) 627-6258
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Anna led a small tribute to her mother at the Andrews Methodist
Church and dedicated her own life to bringing about a national
day to recognize all mothers. 3T 1T wi PUUUOwWOI | PEPEO
held on May 10, 1908, in both Grafton and Philadelphia (near
where Ann had died). Six years later Woodrow Wilson signed a
Congressional Resolution establishing the second Sunday in May
as a national holiday.
Compiled from information from the West Virginia Archives
& History by Brenda Logue

FOR SALE: Two (2) living room, upholstered
chairs. $50 each. Call Anne Libis410.922.2364
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 Mathena
.7 Septic Tank
Service & Portable
Toilet Rentals, Inc.

Septic Systems Cleaned.
Pumped. Repaired & Installed

Vacuum Pressure

Back Flushing Equipment

Call About Our Septic Tank Additve

1 MasterCard ]
S ke

o
410.461.5265

* PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS -

www.mathenaseptic.com




Issue #253

GPCA Newsletter

May 8, 2007

GPCA Advertising /Article/Letter Policy
GPCA reserves the right to accept and refuse advertising. Ad copy must
be submitted to the Editor by the 20t of the month prior to publishing.
Payment for advertisements must be made to Treasurer Marty Kelley,
3138 Hernwood Road, Granite, MD 21163 prior to publication. The
check should indicate the ad size and month(s) to be published.

Rates and Sizes for ads:

1/8 page-- $10; Y2 page- $20; 2 page-- $35; full page -- $55.

Personal ads (up to one column inch -- $3 for GPCA members; $5 for non
members; each additional inch ¢ additional $3 per inch).

For articles and letters: These sulmissions to the Newsletter become the
property of GPCA unless otherwise agreed upon. The deadline for these
is the 20" of the month prior to publication. GPCA reserves the right to
accept, reject, edit, or hold for a subsequent Newsletter any submission
Submissions intended for publication must be signed by the author.

X.TREME OUTDOORS

REE & STUMP REMOVAL
FULLY LICENSED

&7 i T w7 i T
Warm Spirit Massage
Swedish On-Site
Chair
L+ Hot Stone &
e Table
Deep Tissue Massage [

Jean Berg

10224 Davis Ave Woodstock,Md 21163 &
410-461-5522 A

MOTHER'S DAY
GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

s | S

B(’y a One Hour Mother's Day 28
ift Certificate and receive |
a Free Gift!

' offer expires 5-31-07

. MD STATE CERTIFIED ~NATIONALLY CERTIFIED

f MR

&) CHESAPEAKE TREE SERVICES, LLC o
Residential & Commercial
.' Your Neighborhood Tree Preservationists

Complete Year Round Service

FREE ESTIMATES
**%410-944-9170%**
rees are one the most important landscaping /
Tassets to your properties value. Keeping them
pruned, cabled, and checked for diseases this

spring & summer will ensure vou of enjoving
their beauty & health today and into the future.
Dead or dying trees should be taken down for
safety reasons.
praymg and /or deep root fertilization is highly
recommended for protection against insects
and to promote new growth.

C\"’ Emergencies Only: 443-324-9600 or 410-365-6937
Member MD Arborist Association & ISA

Fuily Licensed #’s 00540 & 001810 & Insured

¢ VO W Tp.
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