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Check us out at our website - http://www.gpca.net/  

    Councilman Kenneth Oliver @ June Meeting 
GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of every month, except July and August, 

at 7:30PM at the Granite Presbyterian Church 
10637 Old Court Road (Just north of Hernwood Road)  

Non-members are encouraged to attend. 
 

  

  

Our County Cou ncilman @ 

GPCA June 11th Meeting   
     The June 11th GPCA meeting at 

Granite Presbyterian Church will 

feature 4th District County 

Councilman Kenneth Oliver.  Mr. 

Oliver lives in Randallstown and will 

tell us about all the improvements 

that are coming soon. He will also tell 

us about the zoning process which is 

done every four years and is begin-

ning in September. Please come 

prepared to ask questions and to tell 

him how you think our area should 

be zoned. The final decisions are up 

to him. Of course, you can also speak 

about your concerns on any other 

subjects that he can help with. I plan 

to thank him for the many things he 

has done already to help our 

community.      

                                                Anne Libis 

Recap:Banneker/Trail Walk   
       On Saturday, May 19,  twelve 

individuals joined the GPCA tour of 

the Banneker Museum, which 

included the informative video on 

!ÌÕÑÈÔÐÕɯ!ÈÕÕÌÒÌÙɀs life and the 

collected artifacts and plaques:  Betty 

Griffith, Maggie Goodmuth, John 

Jacob, Marty Kelley, Dan Leibert, 

Anne Libis, Claude Libis, Carol Link, 

Hadassah Link, Brenda Logue, Alan 

Naylor and Peg Sweeney (Utica, NY). 

     The Banneker Park comprises  

150-acres and is a landmark site on 

the National Historic Register.  It 

ÚÛÈÕËÚɯÈÚɯɁÈɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ

preservation and education in 

American cultural and natural 

ÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɂ 

     The museum opened in 1998 and 

will celebrate its ninth anniversary  on 

June 9th (1 p.m. ɬ 3:30 p.m.) with 

actors portraying Banneker and 

Thomas Jefferson.  The Ellington 

Adderly African American Jazz 

Ensemble will play and the Boys 

Choir of Powhattan will perform.  For 

more information call 410 -887-1081.     

     Seven of us also walked the short 

but fascinating and beautiful #9 

Trolley trail, with our leader, John 

Jacobs. John pointed out the historic 

Banneker spring house used when 

food was kept cold by the natural 

cold water which still flows  out of 

the ground. The paved, trolley trail is 

still inhabited by large trees, some 

more than 2 1/2 feet in diameter.  

Yellow poplar predominates, some 

over 100 ft. tall.  Other large species 

included sycamore and beech, as well 

as wild black cherry and red oak.      

     The space for the trail was blasted 

out of the rock in 1889, before there 

were bulldozers, leaving a beautiful 

rock wall.  The trail follows a small 

stream down the hill.  

      Five of us also enjoyed lunch at 

the Trolley Stop Restaurant at the end 

of the trail. The stone building was 

built in 1833 for a tavern and country 

inn on the Baltimore County side of 

Ellicott City.  Some of us then drove 

through the old mill town of Oella 

which is perched on the steep hills 

surrounding the mill.   The sunny, 

cool day was perfect for the trip.    

     (ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔɯ

or walked the trail, we would 

encourage you to do so ɬ ÐÛɀÚɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÐÕɯ

our backyard!   And the youth at the 

Woodstock Job Corps maintain the 

1/2 mile trail from the Museum to the 

Trolley Trail itse lf.     
                  Anne Libis & Brenda Logue         
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Membership News  

       6$+".,$ȱ-ÌÞɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚȯɯ2ÏÈÕÕÖÕɯȫɯ*ÈÛÐÌɯ

McHale of Ridge Road and Kelly & Troy Regan of 

Hernwood Road.  Membership Renewals received this 

past month:  Ewald & Shirley August, W illiam & Betty 

Cox, and Joe & Christine Culotta. 

     3ÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜȱȭÈÕËɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɯÈɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÛÏÈÕÒ-you, to those 

who sent a little -extra for our budget!  

     Membership renewal checks received after the 20th of 

May will be posted in the July newsletter.  

Note:  If  you are moving and wish to continue receiving 

the newsletter, send us your new address and a check @ 

$5.00 to cover postage:  GPCA, P.O. Box 31, Woodstock, 

MD 21163 

                                                             Marty Kelley, Treasurer 

 

Death on Davis  Ave. Leads to Activism:  
June 21st County Input Meeting on Traffic Calming  
     

     I just recently lost my beloved German Shepherd dog, 

Haley.  She was so precious to me but I made a terrible 

misjudgment that led to her death.  She was hit by a car on 

Davis Ave . by someone who did not even stop.  Nor was 

there any sound of breaking.  Haley was on a road where 

there is no longer any regard for community safety.  While 

just recently it was my Haley, at any time it could be any 

child, spouse, neighbor or pet.  

     This community has been active in the past to try to get 

some form of traffic calming but to no avail.  Currently 

there exists in Baltimore County a Neighborhood Traffic 

Management Program that contains a policy for how to 

deal with traff ic issues on urban residential roads.  Traffic 

calming such as speed humps are offered to help these 

urban communities.  But rural roads are excluded from 

this program.  

     On June 21st there will be a community input meeting 

before the Baltimore County Planning Board to discuss the 

positives and negatives about the existing Traffic Calming 

Program.  I intend to tell this board that rural areas have 

serious traffic issues also.  I do not know where this will 

go, but I want my voice to be heard.  If you wou ld like to 

help make the County Planning Board  know how you feel 

about this, you can send your written comments to : The 

Baltimore County Planning Board, Attn: Barbara Weaver, 

401 Bosley Ave, Suite 406, Towson, Maryland 21204 or 

email Barbara at: bweaver@baltimorecountymd.gov.  If 

you want information about the current traffic 

management program, visit 

http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/publicwork

s/traffic/traffic_calming.html . 

                                                                                Sandra Steeley 

Letter to Editor  
     Brenda Creightonɀs poignant statement in the May 

Newslett er, for me transcends time to a boyhood experience, 

growing up in a Virginia village, with parents and loving 

grandparents. On the "plantation" were such farm animals as a 

cow, chickens, turkeys, a couple quacking ducks, and of course a 

pig for pork.     

       But, I too was introduced to an incubator. It was sole ly the 

work of a grandmother, "Mama" once a year to bring the device 

into the little used formal dining room. In it she would place the 

carefully selected eggs each marked by pencil with a I on one 

side, a II opposite. Twice a day, the Is were rotated from top to 

bottom and each day the IIs would reappear. At a point in t ime 

she would shine a light through  each egg, and she would discard 

that which was not fallow. Somehow, even as a child, it was clear 

to me that the barn yard rooster had a hand (?) in this process. I 

knew that for the flock to be healthy there must be "new blood" 

introduced each year. Why else did she wrap up and carry that 

rooster to a neighbor where she would trade roosters from a 

neighborɀs flock?  The magical moment came when one day 

MamÈɯÌßÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯɆÛÏÌàɅÙÌɯÏÈÛÊÏÐÕÎȭɂɯAll were invited into the 

dining room to witness the tiny cracks in an egg shell as some life 

within started to peck out into the world of the chicken house.  

     Some years later, in a college biology laboratory, I had the 

opportunity again to observe the embryology of a chicken. This 

time, with a microscope we studied the one and two cells that 

would become a real live animal. And we watched the unfolding 

of that l ife, regularly opening an egg, each one displaying a new 

stage in the developing process. The miracle moment, clearly 

etched in my mind these years later, is the opening of a shell and 

observing fine red lines throughout that being, red lines, marking 

the origin of a circulatory system.  

     A spiritual experience? Indeed, and never to be forgotten. For 

out of an ordinary nest an ordinary egg encased in its shell was 

giving birth. There was no discussion of when that life began; but 

there was profound respect for the being with every attempt 

made to protect it from harm. Might it be, that were more of us 

the opportunity to study an ordinary egg that each of us and all 

of us would have increased love, respect and appreciation for the 

rest of us? 

                                                        Claude Libis, A Farm Boy at Heart 

 

Vacation Bible School Returns to Granite  
     I often smile as I remember my childhood days at Granite 

/ÙÌÚÉàÛÌÙÐÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯ5ÈÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ!ÐÉÓÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯȹ5!2Ⱥȭɯɯ,àɯ

memories are filled  with games, great fun, and good friends.  I 

am happy to announce that VBS will return to Granite 

Presbyterian Church this summer from July 30- August 3.   

     We will hold daily sessions from 5:00  p.m. ɬ 8:00 p.m., starting 

with a li ght dinner.  The children will explore biblical stories 

through music, arts and crafts, games, and drama.  We are 

offering VBS for children ages 4 through 10.  We will enlist the 

help of middle and high school students as well as adults to help 

run VBS.   

     If your children  are interested in attending VBS at Granite, 

please contact Granite Presbyterian Church at (410) 461-5746 or 

send e-mail to granitebibleschool@msn.com. 
                                                      Michelle Firebaugh 

mailto:bweaver@baltimorecountymd.gov
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/publicworks/traffic/traffic_calming.html
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/publicworks/traffic/traffic_calming.html
mailto:granitebibleschool@msn.com
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GPCA Origins in the 60s  
     Last month in reporting on the passing of Gene 

Hamilton, we learned that Gene had involvement in the 

early days of the GPCA.   That prompted a little more 

digging into the history of the organization.  

     Austin Deitz is credited as one of the organizers of  the 

original Greater Patapsco Community Association.  The 

ÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÚ×ÈÙÒɯÞÈÚɯ ÜÚÛÐÕɀÚɯÜÕÏÈ××ÐÕÌÚÚɯÖÝÌÙɯÈɯ

ÑÜÕÒɯàÈÙËɯÖÕɯ6ÙÐÎÏÛɀÚɯ,ÐÓÓɯ1ÖÈËȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ×È×ÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ

incorporation for GPCA were signed on September 30, 

1965.  The five directors of the Corporation were J. Austin 

Deitz, Iris Sassi, Nicholas A. Watemeyer, Conway 

Robinson and Russell Smith. 

     The first members of the original GPCA are listed in the 

Articles of Incorporation:  Philip H. Goodman, Jo yce B. 

Good, Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Minor, Mr. and Mrs. 

Conway Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Sassi, Mr. and Mrs. 

Anthony Leon, Mr. and Mrs. William Saylor, Mr. and Mrs. 

Clarence Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Nichols Waltemeyer, Mr. 

and Mrs. Ferdinand Deitz, Mr. and Mr s. Fred Boehmer, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Buckley, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Quail, 

Mr. and Mrs. William Deitz, Mr. Roland P. Peach, Mr. 

Richard Bonsal, Mr. Eugene Peach, Mr. and Mrs. Russell 

Smith, Mrs. Anna Rose Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. George 

Humphrey, Mr. and Mrs. Ce cil Shifflett, Mr. and Mrs. 

Samuel Leatherwood, Miss Margaret Wahaus, Mr. and 

Mrs. George Sauter, Mrs. Louis M. Weslow, Mr. Thomas 

McGovern, Mr. Angus Meekins, Mr. and Mrs. Austin 

Deitz, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Deitz, Mr. and Mrs. R.H. S mith, 

Mr. Vernon Mathen a, Mr. Gordon L. Filbey, Mr. Ralph 

Bridges, Mrs. N. Herrmann, Mary Deitz, Mr. and Mrs. H. 

Dwight Wahaus, and R.L. Alexander.  

     3ÏÌɯ×ÙÐÔÈÙàɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯɁÛÖɯ

promote friendly relations among the various neighboring 

landowners and to prov ide for an exchange of ideas and 

an uniformity of action in dealing with various problems 

that confront the area and effect the future development of 

ÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈȭɯɁ 

     In the 70s, the attention of the Association turned to 

issues concerning the entrance of the Job Corps into the 

community.  During this time, Ron and Anita Schuman 

were quite involved, and according to Ron so were John 

Hiltz and George Strohmer.  Hiltz was instrumental in the 

2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÈÊØÜÐÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÓÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÛÈ×ÚÊÖɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ/ÈÙÒɯÈÕËɯ

thus for  a watershed for the river.   With the Job Corps 

came several years of disruption to the community from 

the students, such as  demanding rides of residents to and 

from the Corps and taunting residents.  Active association 

members even went before a U.S. Senate Hearing on the 

matter and as a result the students were not allowed to be 

on the road.  The Job Corps had to transport the young 

people to and fro.  According to Marty Kelley, it was the 

voice of Abe Granek who had moved into Granite and 

called for calm and acceptance of the Corps, seeing the 

institution as a potential asset to the Granite community.  

     When confronted with a problem, t he organization 

would  meet regularly  at the Lyceum of the old St. 

Alphonsus Church, according to Anna Rose Anderson.    

     Ron Schuman said as the 70s waned the area was not 

faced with any issues and the association disbanded.  

3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÈÕàɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÐÕɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎȮɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛȭ  

     The revival of the GPCA charter came in 1985 by M. 

Kent Krabbe of Dogwood Avenue.  
                                                                        Brenda Logue 

Website Under Construction  
     Joey Stevens of St. Paul Avenue has taken on the task of 

updating the GPCA website, www.gpca.net .  Recent 

newsletters will soon be posted, as well as meeting and 

activity information.   
                                                                                Brenda Logue 

 

(ÛɀÚɯ(ÓÓÌÎÈÓɯÛÖɯÉÜÙÕɯÐÕɯ!ÈÓÛÖȭɯ"ÖȭɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯ/ÌÙÔÐÛ 
     If you want to be legal about it, you have to have a 

permit t o have a bonfire or do agricultural burning ɬ even 

ÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÖÕÌɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÛÏÐÕÒȮɯɁÖÏȮɯÞÌɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÈɯÙÜÙÈÓɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

"ÖÜÕÛàȭɂɯɯRecreational bonfires  outside the beltway 

require a permit from the local Office of the Fire Marshal, 

410-887-4880.  The permit must be at the site until the 

activity is complete.  

     For agricultural burning , such as stumps, brush, and 

limbs (not construction materials), the material must have 

originated on the property.  In this case approval from the 

health section of the Department of Environmental 

Protection and Resource Management (DEPRM) is 

required (410-887-3775).  Once DEPRM approves the site, 

ÛÏÌɯ%ÐÙÌɯ,ÈÙÚÏÈÓɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÈɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛȭ  As with a 

bonfire, the permit must be at the burn site.  At large fires, 

the County requires a bulldozer with a competent operator 

to be present. 
                                                       Excerpted from DEPRM website 

 

Job Corps has National  Visitors  in May  
     Two national figures have been recent visitors to the 

Woodstock Job Corps in May.   

      On Friday, May 18, the National Director of the Office of Job 

Corps, Dr. Esther R. Johnson visited the Center.  She met 

students, toured the classrooms, dorms and other areas.  The 

Culinary Arts students prepared her a five -star luncheon, served 

in  ÉÌɀÚɯ/ÓÈÊÌ. 

     Then on Monday, May 21, Congressman Elijah E. Cummings 

of our own District 7, met and spoke to students.  The Student 

Government Association presented him with a plaque 

recognizing his dedication and commitment to the Woodstock 

Job Corps.  Congressman Cummings shared stories of his 

upbringing and the encouragement he received from  his family 

ÖÕɯÚÛÈàÐÕÎɯÍÖÊÜÚÌËɯÖÕɯÓÐÍÌɀÚɯÎÖÈÓÚȭ 

                                          Excerpted from the Woodstock Stock Report 
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Mikulski on Global Wa rming  

     Claude Libis, former GPCA President, recently received  

communication  ÍÙÖÔɯ2ÌÕÈÛÖÙɯ!ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯ,ÐÒÜÓÚÒÐɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯthat she is 

co-sponsoring a bill, Global Warming Pollution Reduction Act (S. 

309).  Senators Barbara Boxer and Bernie Sanders are sponsors as 

well.  She writes that the bill would cap greenhouse gas 

emissions beginning in 2010 and reduce emissions to 1990 levels 

by 2020. 

     2ÏÌɯÚÌÌÚɯɁincentives for new renewable and energy efficient 

technologies and an aggressive campaign to increase the number 

ÖÍɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚȭɂ 

 

Sex Offender Notification  

     GPCA has received notification that a registered sex offender 

now resides in the 21244 zip code area.  If you wish further 

information, please call the police at 410-887-5584. 

                                                                                             Anne Libis 

 

%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#Èàɯ.ÙÐÎÐÕÚɯɬ also West Virginia  

     As I wrote last month, Grafton, WV, was the home of 

ÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#Èà service.  Not to be outdone, the 

nearby community of Fairmont, WV, is recognized as 

ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#ÈàɯÖÉÚÌÙÝÈÕÊÌȮɯ)ÜÓàɯƙȮɯƕƝƔƜȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯ

celebration was held at the Williams Memorial Methodist 

Episcopal Church South, now known as the Central 

United Methodist Church.  History record s that Grace 

Golden Clayton suggested to her pastor that such an event 

ÉÌɯÏÌÓËȮɯ×ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#ÈàɯÖÊÊÜÙÙÌÕÊÌɯ

(May 10, 1908), but also because of a mine disaster in 

Monongah in December 1907.  The mine blast killed 361 

men, many of them fathers and recent immigrants from 

Italy.  

     It was a Washington State woman, Mrs. Sonora Smart 

Dodd , who worked for a national holiday for fathers.  The 

ÍÐÙÚÛɯ)ÜÕÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#ÈàɯÞÈÚɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÌËɯÖÕɯ)ÜÕÌɯƕƝȮɯƕƝƕƔȮɯÐÕɯ

Spokane, WA.  Wiki pedia ÊÓÈÐÔÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯDay was not 

ÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯÜÕÛÐÓɯƕƝƛƖɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯ1ÐÊÏÈÙËɯ-ÐßÖÕɀÚɯ

presidency, although Lyndon Johnson (1966) made it a 

holiday to be celebrated on the third Sunday of June. 
                                         Excerpted from Wikipedia & West Virginia 

                                                       Archives & History by Brenda Logue 

 

Pass It Forward ɬ A Gift to You!  
     There was a wonderful movie, Pass It Forward, that 

came out in 2000, starting Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt and 

Haley Joel Osment.  Essentially the plot involves a young 

male student who devises a plan for the betterment of 

society by doing good deeds for new  people, rather than 

simply repaying a favor to someone who had helped him.  

     Many years ago I was given an incredibly special gift 

ÍÙÖÔɯ ÉÌɯ&ÙÈÕÌÒȱȭÞÏÖɯÏÈËɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÎÐÍÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ

Tom DeMay (who was the Editor of this Newsletter).  So, 

let me pass forward this gift to you:  the 2007 Chautauqua 

to be held July 12-15 on the campus of CCBC ɬ Catonsville.  

I experienced my firs t Chautauqua out in Garrett County, 

where Abe and Tom would go (with Eva an d Juliana) in 

the Summers.  The summer of 2002  I heard Teddy 

Roosevelt ɬ in the flesh ɬ talk about his life and exploits.  It 

ÞÈÚɯÈɯ×ÜÙÌɯÛÙÌÈÛȮɯÈÕËɯÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÏÌÈÙɯɁÓÐÝÐÕÎɯ

ÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɂɯɯ,àɯÚÛÌ×-children also enjoyed the experience. 

     Several years ago the  Community College of Baltimore 

County became active with the Maryland Humanities 

Council and has brought the Chautauqua to us!  This 

àÌÈÙɀÚɯÛÏÌÔÌɯÐÚɯɁÍÖÖËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɂɯÈÕË features 

actor/scholars who will be portraying Upton Sinclair, 

George Washington Carver, Cesar Chavez and Julia Child. 

     The Chautauqua is a wonderful way to learn and live 

history.   Mark July 12-ƕƙɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÓÌÕËÈÙɯÕÖÞȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯ

remind you, again, ÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏȭɯɯ/ÈÚÚɯÐÛɯ%ÖÙÞÈÙËȱȱȭȭ 
                                                                                    Brenda Logue                         

                                                 
 

Mowing & Trimming 

Yard Cleanup 

Leaf Removal 

BILL & DOTTIEõS 
LAWN SERVICE  

410-750-3573 
443-398-4806 (cell) 

 
  

  

  
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

for ages 5 and up 
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