
 

Issue #272  GPCA Newsletter         December 3, 2008 

Page - 1 

Check us out at our website - http://www.gpca.net/  

Have a Safe & Peaceful Holiday Season 
GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of every month, except July and August, 

at 7:30PM at the Granite Presbyterian Church 
10637 Old Court Road (Just north of Hernwood Road) 

Non-members are encouraged to attend. 
 

  

  

  

DD EECCEEMM BBEERRɀɀSS  MM EEEETTII NN GG//  

HH OOLLII DD AA YY  FFEESSTT  OONN   DD EECC..  88  

        TThhee  GGPPCCAAɀɀss  DDeecceemmbbeerr   

mmeeeettiinngg  ww ii ll ll   bbee  hheelldd  oonn  MM oonnddaayy,,  

tthhee  88tthh  aatt   tthhee  WWooooddssttoocckk  JJoobb  

CCoorrppss,,  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  aatt  66::3300  pp..mm..      

RRSSVVPPss  ffoorr   tthhiiss  ddiinnnneerr   mmeeeettiinngg  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  mmaaddee  bbyy  NN oovv..  2233..  TThhee  

JJoobb  CCoorrppss  ii ss  hhoosstt iinngg  tthhee  eevveenntt  iinn  

AA bbeeɀɀss  PPllaaccee..    II ff   yyoouu  mmiisssseedd  tthhiiss  

ooppppoorr ttuunnii ttyy,,  ww ee  hhooppee  yyoouu  ww ii ll ll   

ppllaann  oonn  jjooiinniinngg  uuss  nneexxtt  yyeeaarr ..  
  

                                                                                   

Inclement Weather Policy 

for GPCA Meetings 
     The GPCA Board confirmed at 

its November meeting that 

cancellation of meetings for 

weather concerns would follow 

the lead of Baltimore County 

Public Schools.  If the County 

schools are closed on the day of a 

meeting, the meeting will not be 

held. The organization would 

resume its business at the next 

ÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎȭɯɯ 

NOV. Meeting Recap 
     Nineteen GPCA members were 

out for the November meeting 

with featured guest speaker, Deb 

McAulay of the Baltimore County 

Police.  Off. McAulay is our com -

munity liaison, stationed on 

Liberty Road in the Old Ran -

dallstown Post Office building. 

She came to our precinct ɬ which 

is Woodlawn ɬ in the early 90s. 

     Off. McAulay reported that 

street robberies in the precinct 

were up a little, as were 

burglaries.  Be always observant 

and always lock your doors and 

windows when leaving your 

home.  She said that burglars 

look for homes that look empty. 

Use lights at night.  

     Did you kno w that you can 

have a free home security audit 

from the police?  An officer will 

come to your house and look at 

doors and windows and make 

suggestions.  Change your locks 

when you move into a new 

residence.  Be careful at ATMs.  

#ÖÕɀÛɯÍÓÈÚÏɯÔÖÕÌàȭ 

     Off . McAulay spoke of the 

value of Citizens on Patrol 

(COP).  These volunteers in the 

community add eyes and ears to 

the policing effort.  She 

encouraged citizens  to call 911 ɬ 

even for non -emergencies ɬ if 

something appears suspicious .  

The 911 system is designed to 

prioritize calls.  The other number 

to call to report a concern is 887-

2222, but that still goes to 911 

operators!  

     Another suggestion for a safer 

community was know your next 

door neighbor .             
                                        Brenda Logue 

  

6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ(ÕÚÐËÌ 
 ÙÌÈɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÚɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭ2 

St. Alphonsu Úɯ/ÙÌÚÊÏÖÖÓɯȱȱȱȭȭȭȭƖ 

"ÙÐÔÌɯ,È××ÐÕÎȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭ2 

,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱƗ 

08 $ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ1ÌÊÈ×ȱȱ...ȱȱȱȱȭ3 

Joining GPCA  ȭȱȭȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȭƘ 

Farewell Ed Roberts   ȱȱȱȱȱȭƘ 

Changing Landscapeȱȱȱȱȭȭ5-6 

Advertising  ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ6-11 

GPCA Board  Wishes  All  

The Beauty & Peace  

Of  the Holidays  
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REPORT ON AREA BRIDGES  
     Cathy Wolfson reported at the Nov. meeting on 

the status and repairs to three bridges in the area: 

1. The Davis Avenue Bridge:  

      The westbound lane of this bridge has been 

closed because the wall is separating from the bridge 

deck. Keith Duerling , the project manager, inspected 

the bridge following my call and responded that he 

expects the bridge to be repaired this fall. Work will 

require a short duration closure.  Due to the small 

size of the bridge, competitive bidding is not 

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌËɯÉàɯÈÕɯɁÖÕɯ

ÊÈÓÓɂɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÊÛÖÙȭɯɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÊÛÖÙɯ

and engineer before November 15.   

 

Ɩȭɯ!ÌÕɀÚɯ1ÜÕɯ!ridge  (Dogwood Road, County Bridge 

No. 72, just west of Holli field Road at the bottom of 

Quaker Hill)  

     The County is finalizing purchase of property 

from  the adjacent property owner and the MD Dept. 

of Natural Resources (DNR).  The bridge is to be 

sited in the same location and no changes in 

configur ation are to be made to travel lanes west of 

the bridge, up Quaker Hill.    

     Because of the scope of this project, the bridge 

qualifies for federal aid which requires a higher level 

of environmental docum entation from DNR which 

has not yet been completed. 

     Due to the length of time it has taken to secure the 

ÈÉÖÝÌɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÈÎÙÌÌÔÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ

consulting contractor must be renegotiated. 

     The project manager, Mr. Pontius , is hoping the 

project will start in 2009 or 2010.   

 

3. Dogwood Run Bridge  (Dogwood Road, County 

Bridge No. 347, east of Hollifield Road, over 

Dogwood Run)  

     This smaller bridge does not qualify for federal 

funding and does not require higher standards of 

environmental documentation.  

     Travel lanes east (toward Rolling Road) and west 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ!ÌÕɀÚɯ1ÜÕɯÉÙÐËÎÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

reconfigured to improve site lines.  Survey work has 

been performed and preliminary plans describing the 

changes should be prepared by mid -November.  

     Work on this bridge will not begin until the 

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÌÕɀÚɯ1ÜÕɯÉÙÐËÎÌȭ Nitin Kadoo is 

the Project Manager.  

St. Alphonsus Preschool  
 

     A new preschool is opening in the 

Granite/Woodstock area. St. Alphonsus Preschool, an 

outreach program of St. Alphonsus Rodriguez 

Catholic Church, is now accepting enrollment for 2 -4 

year olds for the 2008-2009 school year. Classes will 

be held Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9:30-12 

noon in the Parish Center. Tuition is $120/month, 

plus  a one-time $20 enrollment fee.   The 

 program includes group learning time, 

small group work in Language Arts, 

Science, Math and Social Studies, as 

well as plenty of opportunity for 

creative and independent 

learning. The program also 

features classes in Spanish, 

Drama, Music and the Arts, 

plus outside time in our 

fenced playground. For more 

information or to enroll, please contact Mindi 

Lawton, Director, at 410-461-5267 ext 14.  

 

Crime Incident Mapping on the Web  

 
     Crime incident data for  Baltimore County can  now 

be viewed geographically  on the Web. Crime 

incidents shown on the Google style map are based 

on information obtained from the County's 

Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) System. The CAD 

data is sent to the Web site every week. Crime 

types displayed on the web site are derived from 

"situation found" codes provided by officers. 

Information attached to each incident location is 

limited to cc_number, address (by 100 block), date, 

time, and the literal SF code description. The web 

applicatio n has a number of features including aerial 

photographs and a terrain map. Incidents can be 

queried by address, crime, date, or distance around a 

given address. The web site also includes an 

"analytics" feature that shows bar graphs and pie 

charts. Maps and charts can also be printed. 

  

     The Crime Mapping website can be viewed at 
http://www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=+Towson+MD . 

 

2008:  AN HISTORIC ELECTION  

http://www.crimereports.com/map/index/?search=+Towson+MD
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     As GPCA Editor I thought it would be 

important to capture the moment of the 2008 

Presidential Election and the Maryland vote on 

slots through the eyes of one of our own.  I 

È××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌɯ"ÏÐÌÍɯ$ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ)ÜËÎÌɯ)ÐÔɯ%ÈÙÔÌÙɀÚɯ

account of the day: 

     Ɂ3ÖɯÔÌɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓȮɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÈɯ

Democrat won in our precinct, but because the 

turn -out was so large and unprecedented.  

Normally we may have two voters in line when 

the polls open at 7 a.m., but there were people 

already in line when I arrived at 5:50 a.m.  By 6 

a.m. there were about 15, by 6:30 a.m. there were 

85, and by 7 a.m. there were 91 persons in line 

waiting their turn. (These numbers were 

reported to me the next day by a young poll 

watcher, who I did not even know was on the 

scene.)  The first hour we had processed 99 

persons through the entire procedure, including 

the provisional balloting process.  

     Our precinct has increased to 1,355 registered 

voters, and 801 voters cast their ballots through 

the voting machine on November 8.  Provisional 

and Absentee Ballots have not been included in 

this count.  This is 59+ percent of the voters in 

our precinct.  773 voted either Republican or 

Democrat.  The results, as required by law , were 

posted on the entrance door to the polls.  

Obama-Biden tallied 409 votes and McCain-

Palin received 364.  Another close race was the 

7th Congressional race between Cummings with 

390 votes and 'ÈÙÎÈËÖÕɀÚɯƗƚƗȭ  Slots lost in our 

precinct, 391 (for) to 393 (against).  Early voting 

was a winner ɬ 465 (for) to 291 (against). 

     To put the November 2008 election in 

perspective, consider the numbers from some 

recent elections:  The Feb. 12, 2008, primary 

which experienced a terrible ice storm and 

caused the polls to remain open two additional 

hours  had only 355.  For the 2006 gubernatorial  

election, 450 people voted at the Granite Church.  

Our precinct at that time totaled 900 registered 

voters. 

     The weather on November 4, 2008, was not 

sunny or particularly w arm, but we had rain 

with quite a bit of fog in the early mo rning 

hours. We experienced few problems and the 

entire process including the poll books and 

voting machines worked like they were 

supposed to.  The Chief Judges were called upon 

to assist some of the elderly and first time voters.  

Whenever a first time voter arrived , all of the 

Judges would give  them a round of applause.  

To some it may have been embarrassing, but we 

received some good feedback on this first time 

experience.  Most were not familiar with the 

voting units, however they required little 

assistance as the concept of touch screens was 

not new them.  

     Our precinct did well.  I found the Book 

Judges, Unit Judges, and Provisional Judges to 

be very well trained  this year, which has not 

been the case in some prior elections.  Some of 

the judges have served for a number of elections.  

Of note is Betty Meekins who will soon be 

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÐÕÎɯƙƔɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɂ  
                                                       Jim Farmer, a Chief Judge 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
     As the year winds down, we have no renewals or new 

members to report this month .  BUT CONSIDER RENEWING 

OR JOINING GPCA RIGHT NOW  FOR 2009ɭwhile the thought 

is fresh in your mind.  For your convenience there is a form on 

the back page of the Newsletter. 

     As well, when you change your email address, make sure you 

include a notice to GPCA .  Please take a moment to email the 

Newsl etter Editor Brenda Logue @ naylogue@aol.com with these 

changes. 

 

Dues received after the 20th of November will be listed in the next 

newsletter.  If you are moving and wish to continue receiving the 

newsletter, send us your new address and a check for $5 to cover 

postage:  GPCA, Box 31, Woodstock, MD 21163.      

                                                  Thanks, Marty Kelley, Treasurer 

 

VOLUNTEER TO RUN FOR A GPCA OFFICE, 

THE BOARD, OR JOIN A COMMITTEE.   2009 

NOMIN ATIONS ARE NOW UNDER 

CONSIDERATION .  CONTACT PRESIDENT 

RALPH WRIGHT, wright 261@verizon.net. 

 

mailto:naylogue@aol.com
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An article from 2 0 years ago still resonates 
     /ÌÙɯ,ÈÙÛàɯ*ÌÓÓÌàɀÚɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛ we ran this article two years 

ago.  WÌɀÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÍÐÕËÐÕÎɯÞÐÚËÖÔɯÈÕËɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

words of our beloved sage, Abe Granek.  This article first 

appeared in the Dec. 1988 Newsletter: 

  
Why Have a GPCA? 

     It woul d be well to remind ourselves of our reasons for 

existing as an organization.  We do not exist solely for the 

purpose of responding to threats or crises, circling the 

wagons against an enemy when one materializes.  My 

ÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯɁÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɂɯÐn our title is the key 

to the question.  We are not a community of seven to eight 

hundred mailboxes.  We are a community of several 

thousand people with faces and names.  We are cheating 

ourselves if we do not make an effort to discover who 

these individua ls are, what they think, and what their 

concerns might be. 

     We have joined together to strive to retain, to the best of 

our abilities, the unique qualities of this special corner of 

Baltimore County.  It has a wonderful rural flavor, yet the 

attractions of the urban culture of a large city are readily 

accessible.  We truly enjoy the best of both worlds. 

     My concern is that we might begin to see the GPCA as a 

magic source of energy, fueled by our $12 dues.  Let us be 

realistic ɬ a few dedicated people are making the GPCA 

successful.  There are too few people involved.  I feel that 

we are like a large pyramid balanced at its peak with the 

ponderous weight of the structure resting on the peak of 

six, eight, or ten people. 

     We can function only as long as you are willing to 

invest something of yourself in your organization.  Few of 

the jobs which need filling require a huge amount of time.  

Serving on a committee or as an officer would reward you 

richly in the satisfaction of knowing that you care to invest 

in your community.  

     We need not only your dues.  We need your participa -

tion at our meetings to furnish that magic energy which 

fuels our machine.  All of you can do something ɭhelp 

with the newsletter, serve on the social committee, attend 

a hearing as a representative of GPCA, and lots of other 

things.  We urgently solicit your participation.   

                                                                 SignedɭAbe Granek 

 
WHY BECOME A GPCA MEMBER?  

  

     GPCA was first incorporated in 1965, languished through the 

70s, and was revived in 1985.  The purposes of GPCA are (1)to 

act as the voice for community members ɀ concerns and interest; 

(2) To preserve the beauty and tranquility of our community 

environment: ;(3) To foster a positive spirit am ong GPCA 

members.;(4) To use GPCA's contacts and influence to 

elevate members concerns and problems to our political 

representatives in Baltimore County and Maryland State Offices;  

(5) To bring matters of crime and public safety issues to the 

×ÜÉÓÐÊɀÚɯÈÛÛÌntion and to promote volunteer area policing such as 

Citizens On Patrol (COP); (6) To maintain GPCA's ability to serve 

the community by recruiting new members to sustain budget, 

equipments, and human resources to accomplish its mission; (7) 

To publish and distribute a monthly newsletter ; 

(8) To address new zoning issues and proposals with a potential 

impact on our comm unity lifestyle and environment; (9) To 

provide an advertising vehicle for  members to market their 

business and services in the GPCA newsletter;  (10) To host an 

annual community clean -up day and picnic to provide an 

opportunity for members to meet, socialize, keep our 

environment clean while  joining a worthy cause; (11) To host   

general meetings to share informati on and provide a f orum to 

hear members concerns;  (12) To maintain our website 

http://www.gpcs.net  for  members.   GPCA's annual dues cost 

only $20.00 for joint membership or $15.00 for  individual. It is 

the best deal in town when investing in our community! Accept 

our invitation to join GPCA today. New homeowners are always 

welcome and so are renewal memberships. Join GPCA today! 

 

Dear GPCA Members: 

     As many of you know, I have resigned as Business 

Community Liaison Manager at the Woodstock Job 

Corps Center, effective Friday, November 14.  I will 

be joining the Allied Health Department as program 

coordinator at the Community College of Baltimore 

County beginning Monday, December 1. 

     It has been a pleasure to work with the Greater 

Patapsco Community Association over the past three 

years.  You have all ï to a person ï been supportive 

of our students and the work performed by our staff at 

the Woodstock Job Corps Center.  We have greatly 

benefited from the relationship enjoyed between the 

GPCA and Woodstock.     

     Thank you for the kindness and support you have 

shown me these past three years.  Our students are not 

alone in the benefits derived from the GPCA ï 

Woodstock relationship.  I, too, have been the 

beneficiary of the warm hand of friendship you have 

extended. 

     Please know your kindness and generosity will not 

be forgotten.  I am hopeful that our paths will 

continue to cross in the years ahead.   

                                                     With Warm Wishes, 

                   Ed Roberts, Business Community Liaison 

                                       Woodstock Job Corps Center 
 

 

     The GPCA Board of Directors extends best 

wishes to Ed Roberts in his new position .  The 

community will miss  a great friend . 

http://www.gpcs.net/
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The Changing Landscape  

 of Offutt Ridge Farm   
      ÚɯÞÌɯÉÙÖÞÚÌɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ

calendar production (or should  I say the production of 

ÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÍÈÙÔɯÊÈÓÌÕËÈÙȳȺɯ(ɯÈÔɯÚÛÙÜÊÒɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÊhanges that 

have occurred here on the farm. Not the changes from 

season to season, but the change from when we moved in 

to now. Unused barns and the unfenced pastures now 

transformed into homes for horses, chickens, a goat and 

alpacas. Places to graze or forage or stand and swat flies. 

The overgrown and unmanaged flood plain now planted 

with orderly rows of young trees to buffer the stream. 

Massive stands of goldenrod and the unmowed wastes 

filled with multiflora roses now reorganized into 

paddocks and hay fields for farm residents. The once corn 

crib first transformed into horse stalls and tack area, now 

home to alpacas and goat.  From the empty and vacant, 

falling down/ falling off, overgrown, returning to wild 

reclaimed into the cluttered and busy and wor n. When 

considering the early pictures taken by Terry as she would 

stroll the farm with camera and son, capturing moments of 

the farm here abandoned and there returning to life, I am 

struck by the difference between then and now. Then a 

nostalgic look at w hat once was, now an overwhelming 

look at what a mess I have made. 

     My landscape is cluttered with the tools that come with 

the care of animals. Bright yellow wheelbarrow, blue 

barrels for speed patterns or water storage before a power 

outage. Chain link kennels in yard, by the barn, and in the 

chicken paddock. Dog crates transformed into poultry 

cages along the fence or by the pump house. Plastic in all 

shapes and sizes:  buckets in a variety of colors, red and 

white chicken waterers, muck tubs, rabbit  cage bottoms, 

wading pools and dish pans (for duckling swims). Then 

there are the random boxes from the auction or from the 

produce stand that have brought goodies to the poultry or 

the horses. In the summer it was overripe melons, in the 

August it was pe aches, now it is apples. Feed bags are 

ÙÌÊàÊÓÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÙÈÚÏȮɯÉÜÛɯËÖÕȿÛɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÌÌÛɯÉàɯ

Wednesday. Brown paper bags, or those with pictures of 

the animals they contain feed for, have to wait around 

another week propped up against a barn, or garage, or on 

ÛÏÌɯÉÈÊÒɯ×ÖÙÊÏȭȱȭȭɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÈÙÈÔÌÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÔàɯȿÝÐÌÞɯÚÏÌËɀɯÐÚɯÈÚɯ

cluttered with plastics and paper as my dining room table 

is with junk mail.  

     3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯȿÈÉÈÕËÖÕÌËɀɯÈÕËɯȿÞÌÓÓɯ

ÜÚÌËȭɀɯ3ÏÌɯÓÈÞÕɯÞÈÚɯÔÖÞÌËȮɯÖÕÌɯÉÈÙÕɯÞÈÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÝÈÊÈÕÛȭɯ(ɯ

hÈËɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÍÓÖÞÌÙɯÉÌËÚɯÈÙÖÜÕËȭɯ!ÜÛɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɯɯ

It seemed one could either go with the landscaping to a 

backdrop of old red barns, or put the barns to use in the 

state they were. I chose to go with the animals. And so the 

clutter came. Because animals, like children, leave their 

toys about. That is to say the accoutrements of animal-

keeping whether with poultry, or rabbits, or horses or 

alpacas, create this visual clutter of stuff. Wheel barrows 

for cleaning up or moving feed bags, buckets for  w ater, 

feed pans, hay nets. Feeders for chickens and turkeys and 

ducks. A wading pool, hoses. Cages, coops and hutches. 

They all interrupt the eye as you look from here to there. 

The very things that make a space useful , or usable, also 

make it look messy. 

     3ÏÌÙÌɯÚÌÌÔÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÛÜÎɯÖÍɯÞÈÙɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯɁÊÓÌÈÕɂɯÈÕËɯ

ɁÊÓÜÛÛÌÙÌËȭɂɯ.ÜÙɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÖÞÕɯÜÚɯÈÚɯÞÌɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ

them, to have them, to enjoy them and to not let them take 

over our space. But they do.  If we had nothing, our spaces 

would be clear. If we d id nothing, there would be nothing 

to put away. Our rooms would look enormous, I guess, if 

that is the reason real estate agents make sellers pack up 

possessions and rent a POD to put life in storage until the 

ÏÖÜÚÌɯÚÌÓÓÚȭɯȿ(ÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÖÔÚɯÓÖÖÒɯÉÐÎÎÌÙȭɀ Or if we did 

nothing, there would be no need to organize storage space 

for seasonal sports equipment or the remnants of crafts 

and sewing projects. Little pieces of things that may have a 

use again. 

     Looking back, I see how far we have come from empty 

and vacant. The farm has been repopulated and put back 

into some use. In the process, a spill over has occurred. In 

the background of every picture there is something extra. 

Visually, it seems out of place. But of course it is simply in 

the place it has been left until the next use. Such is life. No 

counter top or table remains empty for long. One person 

walks by and leaves a cup, a glass, an envelope, a 

magazine. And so it begins, the build up of things as the 

evidence of life. Once enough stuff accrues, then the 

mission to clear it all away begins. As if we live in a 

picture in a magazine. 

     For the past eight years, we have been in the build up 

ÚÛÈÎÌȭɯ ÊÊÙÜÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÙÊÏÈÕËÐÚÌɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÏÖÉÉàɯÍÈÙÔȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

live in a picture, I make them, or find them. This  year, 

there always seems to be that thing out of place. That 

evidence of real life. I miss the pristine vacancy of the old 

views around the farm, but I love the utility that has been 

brought to the space. I love the way the alpacas rise to 

meet me in the morning as I walk through the once corn 

crib now alpaca domain to let them out to their paddock. 

2ÈÕÊÏÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÈÛɯȿÉÈÈÚɀɯÛÖɯÎÙÌÌÛɯÔÌɯÈÕËɯÎÌÛɯÏÐÚɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎɯ

flake of hay and a little nibble of a treat. Horses bang their 

stall doors, Langley has a screaming whinny in the 

ÔÖÙÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÓÌÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÙɯÍÌËȮɯÈÕËɯ,ÖɯÈɯÙÜÔÉÓÐÕÎȮɯȿÍÌÌËɯÔÌɯ

Ôàɯ2ÌÕÐÖÙɯÍÌÌËɀɯÎÙÌÌÛÐÕÎȭ 

      Down in the poultry barn, the birds are busily eating 

what they can and draining the waterers by the time I get 

there to let them out. Crowing and quacking,  dibble dibble 

and peep peep. They rush out the door past me to get out 

into the day. Soon they come rushing back, running, 
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flapping and flying to get their morning grain. They are 

coming to me. Even though their residence has done more 

to create the yard clutter than any of the other animals, 

there is nothing like guineas flying and turkeys trotting 

and chickens running with flapping wings, all coming 

toward me in the afternoon as I go down to feed them 

before sunset and roosting. 

     Clutter -free or all the stuff that life is made of? I will 

ÛÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÑÜÕÒɯÈÕàɯËÈàȭɯ(ȿËɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÐÍÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌɯ

picture.  

(Calendars will be available for $20.00 at the farm. Call to order 

- 410 922 1302) 

                                                                        Brenda Creighton 

Condolences 
     The GPCA Board extends sympathy to family, 

friends, and neighbors of both Jim Jenkins of Old 

Court Road and Mary Lyons of Peddicoat Lane in 

the Offutt Ridge development.     Both of  these long 

time residents of Granite  left this world in 

November. 

FREE PARKING IN COUNTY DOWNTOWNS  

Towson, MD (November 19, 2008)  Baltimore County  will 

offer area shoppers free parking at all street meters and 

metered County parking lots during its Holiday Free 

Meter Parking Program,  Thanksgiving Day through the 

holiday weekend (November 27 ɬ November 30) and 

December 14 ɬ 21, 2008.  
     !ÈÓÛÐÔÖÙÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯËÖÞÕÛÖÞÕÚɯÈÙÌɯ
located in Arbutus, Catonsville, Dundalk, Essex, 

Landsdowne, Liberty Road, Overlea -Fullerton, Parkville, 

Pikesville, Reisterstown, Towson and Woodlawn Village.  

 

Old Court Road Surface Work Turns Ugly  
     On October  27, Slurry Pavers of Virginia was  working 

on the surface of Old Court Road; the surface did not set 

up properly and many travelers had their cars encrusted 

with a tar -sand-like mixture.  The company was quick to 

have cars cleaned.  For information, call Ken Olsen at 

Slurry, 804-264-0707.  GPCA is looking into when the road 

surface will be readdressed. 

 

FOR SALE 

Compact refrigerator--18"x20"---$25;  

call 410-922-2364. 

 

House for Rent.  

3 BR, 2.5 BA, patio, large yard.  Oil 

heat. $1600/month.  No pets.  410-750-

3357. 
 
 
 

Mowing & Trimming 

Yard Cleanup 

Leaf Removal 

BILL & DOTTIEõS 
LAWN SERVICE  

410-750-3573 
443-398-4806 (cell) 

 
 
 
 
 

    



Issue #272  GPCA Newsletter        December 3, 2008 

Page - 7 

 

 

 
 

 



Issue #272  GPCA Newsletter        December 3, 2008 

Page - 8 

 

 
 
 

 

ñLet a Neighboré 

 be your Good Neighbor 

Agentò 

 
Granite Resident for 23 years 

State Farm Agent 

Timothy L. Ball          
 

Serving our community  

by protecting families like yours  

as an agent for over 28 years 

 

          

            Auto~Home~Life~Health~Business 

 
Call or write for a free quote today: 

410-461-3277                                     

tim.ball.bvk5@StateFarm.com 
3233 Corporate Court 

Ellicott City, MD  21042 

mailto:tim.ball.bvk5@StateFarm.com
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