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Check us out at our webskéttp://www.gpca.net/

Community Clean -Up, April 21 (no April Meeting)

GPCA General Meetings are held the second Monday of every month, except July and August,

at 7:30PM at the Granite Presbyterian Church

10637 Old Court Road (Just north of Hernwood Road)

Non-members are encouraged to attend.
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NO April _Meeting :
PleaseHelp with the
Community Clean Up
The GPCA Board decided that it
would not hold an April meeting,
because the Community Clean Up on
Saturday, April 21, would be the
featured activity. The details as
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by Carol Link, the Clean Up
Coordinator, are repeated here:

The Clean Up begins at the
St. Alphonsus Church parking lot
and runs from 8 a.m. until noon.

A lot of litter has accumulated
over the winter along our community
roads and it is time for some serious
spring cleanindg Please join friends
and neighbors for the annual clean-
up! Your community association
provides the necessay safety vests,
latex-type gloves and trash bagst

just call ahead so that a plan can be
coordinated to cover all our roads.
We highly recommend you bring a
pair of work gloves or garden gloves.
Dumpsters will be provided by the
county.
Remember.

- bag recyclables separately (they
can NOT go in the dumpsters)

- no hazardous stuff, of course

- no flammable material, no paints
or oil

- no tires

Call to be part of the FUN!

Also, please call to report any large
dumped items along your street and
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(410)4654369 or email linkgang
@juno.com

LOOKING FORWARD TO
MAY: Banneker Museum

The May meeting will be an
activity on Saturday, May 19. We will
gather in the parking lot of the
Banneker Museum and Historical
Park at 10:00 a.m Following the
viewing of the video and artifacts we
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plan a walk on the trolley line trail
which is nearby. Mark your calendars
and make your plans. Details and
directions will be in the May
newsletter.

Benjamin Bannekerwas a brilliant
African American, grandson of an
English indentured servant and an
African slave whose name was
Bannaka. They owned 100 acres in
Oellain 1737.Benjamin was educated
with the help of the Ellicott family
and helped them to survey
Washington, DC in 1791. He was an
astronomer, wrote and printed an
almanac and invented many useful

existed all around him.

In the museum there is a plaque
honoring Mathias de Sousa. He was
a plantation owner in St Mary's
County and a Catholic. There are at
least 2 people living in Granite at this
time who are descended from slaves
who were loaned to and worked in
the laundry at the Jesuit monastery
called Woodstock College. This is the
site of the present day Job Corps
Center. It could be that the above
mentioned family was the one that
loaned these slaves.

Anne Libis
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Membership News

March 6 Letter from our State Representatives
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and Deirdre & John Stokes, 1V of Deep Powder Court, Janet &
Robert Stewart of Dogwood Road, Margo & Jeff Danchenko and

Dear Friends and Community Leaders,
Last week, the first 11th District legislative reception
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Sweet Autumn Drive, and Theresa & Benjamin Brooks of Village
Green Drive.

Membership Renewals received this past month: Richard &
Lorraine Amani, Richard Asen & Charlotte Kohler, Jeff & Patty
Bayer, Mike & Jean Berg, Kevin & Laurie Blecha, John &
Evangeline Bozzuto, A. Scott Braglio, John & Susan Brantley,
Rodney & Melody Butler, Curtis & Patricia Collins, Dan & Galil
Conaway, Charles & Rosanne Connelly, Howard & Jacquelyn
Cornish, Barbara Costello, Thomas Cox, Jr., William & Cynthia
Cox, Wayne & Suzanne Deitz, Laurie Donnelly, Ron & Kathy
Dorman, Charles & Betty Farley, Ernest & Dorothy Farmer,
Roland & Sharon Ford, Eric & Cheryl George, Tim Green &
Judith Hippert, Arnie & Debbie Gries, Lee & Patricia Haddaway,
Michael & Jane Hargadon, David & Sue Hartman, Robert &
Winona Hocutt, Dorsey & Patricia Hoggard, Dorothy Hunter,
Dave & Sue Jones, Kevin & Nicole Joes, Tom & Peggy King,
Kim Landsman, Bill & Carol Link, Michael & Denise Litzau, T.J.
& Irvina Mallory, William McConnell, Cornelius & Rosa McCoy,
James & Carol McNamara, Steve & Susan Meekins, Bruce & Kari
Mezger, James & Linda Miller, Jackie & Joyce Myser, Thurman
& Gwendolyn Pinder, Arthur & Jerolyn Pitts, Jim & Judith
Plaskowitz, Tim & Ann Porter, Alan & Lisa Postell, Tom &
Sharon Punte, Gerald & Elaine Rasheed, Dennis Reitz, Cindy
Sansone, George & Dionne Sieretzki, Craig & Dianna Sigismondi,
Harry & Polly Slade, Mark & Diana Smith, Rob & Monica
Snodgrass, Mark & Terri Lynne Stafford, Steven & Mary Anne
Stengler, Paul & Nanette Stesch, John & Barbara Strong,
Napoleon & Brenda Sykes, Joe Tatarewicz & Joyce Bedit, Lewis &
Tanya Terry, John & Laurie Tuzyn ski, Dr. Emerson & Nancy
Walden, Jr., Ronald & Nancy Wallace, Dennis & Jackie Webster,
Charlie & Aurelia Whelchel, James & Jacqueline Wilkins, Everett
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special thank-you to those who sent a little -extra for our budget!
Membership renewal checks received after the 19" of March
will be posted in the May newsletter.
Note: If you are moving and wish to continue receiving the
newsletter, send us your new address and a check @ $5.00 to
cover postage: GPCA, P.O. Box 31, Woodstock, MD 21163
Marty Kelley, Treasurer

sioe Qoo Qo O [wints O Jotonts W ot @ ot

Reminder: The Hummingbirds usually arrive sometime in mid -
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found a wonderful homemade tonic which is to be applied to
rose bushes when the forsythias are in bloom. To 1 gallon of
water, add: 1 TBPS each Fish emulsion, Epsom salts, ammonia,
liquid detergent. It really works!

Marty Kelley

literally hun dreds of citizens who took the time to join us,
meet their friends and neighbors, and sharetheir opinions
about the issues facing Maryland today.

Ours was the most well attended reception of its type,
and this is a testimonial to the activism and commitme nt
of 11th District residents. We were also pleased to be
joined by Lt. Governor Anthony B rown and many
legislators from other districts. This gave our citizens the
chance to exchange views with a wide group of policy
makers. We know too that many others wanted to come,
but could not. Please know that we look forward to input
from everyone. You can contact usby phone at 410-841-
3000 and email via mlis.state.md.us.

Sincerely,
State Senator Bobby Zikin
Delegate Dan Morhaim

Delegate Jan Cardin
Delegate Dana Stein

GPCA BUSINESS ITEMS

The GPCA Board will meet at the home of President
Anne Libis on Monday, April 16, at 7:30 p.m.

Maribeth Diemer has agreed to coordinate the collaing
of the Newsletter. This generally occurs on the first
Monday of the month. Please agree to help sometime!

The newsletter welcomes community news ! It would
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Email your stories to Editor Brenda Logue,
naylogue@aolcom.
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SEE WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF YOU ATTEND

A GPCA MEETING

In January Betty Criffith reported at the monthly meeting that
she cannot safely get her mail. The box is across Old Court Road
from her home. An earth bank leaves no room for her to get off
the road while removing her mail or waiting for oncoming

traffic. She has tried for five years to get the Post Office to deliver
mail to her side of the street.

Also in January President Anne Libis visited the Windsor Mill
Post Office and talked with a supervisor. The Post Office refused
to change the route. Jean Higgs reports the same problem.
Fabroady 4 iPréaident AnpejLipis writes a letter on GPCA
letterhead to District Engineer of the State Highway
Administration. Copies arealso sent to Councilman Oliver,
County Executive Jim Smith, Del. Dan Morhaim, State Senator
Bobby Zirki n.

Feb. 15- call received saying Del. Morhaimz Office is demanding
SHA remedy the situation. (continued pg. 3)
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WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF YOU ATTEND GPCA  (cont.)

Feb. 16- received a copy of a letter SenKelley sent to SHA
asking their assistance in bringing the road up to the present.
Feb. 26- call from Aron of SHA asking for house numbers in the
problem area. She is going to come out and look at the problem.
March 7 - e mail received from Bobby Zirki n.
March 12+ Anne Libis called Aron for an update. No decision,
yet.
Meanwhile a complaint came in from Carol Wyndhain, of the
same problem on the County maintained section of Old Court
Road.
Anne wrote a similar letter to County Dept. of Public Works with
copies to Oliver and Smith.
Feb. 23- letter received from Councilman Oliver saying he has
referred the problem to Congressman Ruppersberger.
Ruppersberger sayshe has designated astaff member to work
with the Post Office.
March 14 - Call from C. Lewis of Ruppersberger's office asking
for house numbers and saying another aid, W. Coale is assigned
to work with State Highway Dept.
March 14 - letter received from SHA saying they are working on
the problem and will make a decision by April 1.

Anne Libis

Changing Light
March 18, 2007

When the potted wax leaf begonias started budding just
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starting their year over. These three pots had been hidden in the
shade of the front porch when that first early frost hit back in
October. My garden year had been over and that killing frost
just capped it off for me. If | had been a little more alert, several
more of my potted plants would have been brought into the
house for winter survival. | do have a sunroom. It is my winter
garden. But the summer just burnt out both my plants and my
enthusiasm. By October, | wasready to let go. But when | found
these few survivors hidden on the front porch and a few other
pots on the west side of the house, | charitably brought them
indoors, and more or less forgot about them with all that came
after frost.

| was pretty impressed with their longevity, being stuck
in a dry pot in a sunny window, only randomly watered on days
| was slow to go out to the horses and chickens. | would
suddenly remember that | had plants that needed care. | guess
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their own. As the daylight changed, their internal monitors said
it was time to bloom. Not only did | water them in appreciation
for their survival, | also fed them their special liquid fertilizer.

Now six weeks later, the red begonia in my bathroom
window is just glorious in her resurgence. Covered in scarlet
blossoms and mahogany leaves that shine like plastic, it is going
to be a shame to pinch her back and ask her to do more. Itis
weeks before these plants will return to the front porch, even
though the light has changed and we are so ready for spring. So |
will have to groom these plants and help them along, now that
they have done so well on their own.

Not only do | have flowers in the house, but | have a

brooder of peeps, now two weeks old. The cheeping babies are
the music of spring, the arrival of new life, beginning the cycle
again. The fuzzy little babies have sprouted their wings and hop -
pop-flit in the cage, practicing growing up. Red and yellow and
black and white. They are precious.

It is not completely spring, though. | still have to don all
that winter outer and underwear a few more weeks. Each day, |
walk across frozen ground, met with icy winds, to care for the
still shaggy-coated horses. | feed my chickens mak mixed with
warm water morning and evening to encourage them as they
bear up under continuing cold weather. Now with more
sunshine. The days are creeping longer again.

And so there is hope. This hope is reaffirmed with each
return from out of doors. | come in to the sound of peeps, or
sight of them laying snuggled one next to another. In three
rooms, | have blooming begonias, telling me the light from the
window is enough for them. In their plant spirit wisdom, they
know the time is coming again to move back outdoors.

Transitions are tough. The old hangs on just a little
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enough. This is like a two year old that finally starts talking, a
mother wonders why she was in such a hurry for th e constant
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Eager for spring, but not eager for heat and humidity.

Time speeds up as | get older. So | will hold my
impatience in check, enjoying spring in the house and the winter
outside.

Brenda Creighton

Granite Historical Society

The membership of the
Granite Historical Society (GHS)
held their Annual Meeting on
February 27, 2007. Te eveningz Uragram featured long -
time residents of Granite who shared their memories of
growing up in the community. It proved to be an
interesting and enjoyable evening. Guests included Anna
Rose Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. William Dell, Tom BI unt,
Gawfoll NE 4hCand Dorothy Hunter. The GHS plans similar
programs for the future.

Elections of officers took place with the following slate
installed: President: Paul Dorsey; Vice President: Bobbie
Stanfield; Secretary: Nadine Merkle; Treasurer: Jim
Farmer. Board of Directors: Marthetta Kelley and Bob
Hocutt (Class of 2007%; Shirley Dorsey and Lee Haddaway
(Class of 2008); Tom Blunt and Evalyn Garvin (Class of
2009).

Paul Dorsey, GHS President
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June Bus Trip to Sight & Sound Theatre

The Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, Pa., is
presenting its latest Biblical story in drama and music
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creation ¢ the heavenst and a vast array of plants, flowers,
trees, and animals. Watch how God breathes life into
Adam and Eve. Special effects are beyond your
imagination.

The date with the Grandwood 50+ Club is on
Wednesday, June 20, 2007. RellBus Co. has reserved 56
seats for the show. Two sbps will be made in the morning
t Stauffers Cookie Store and McDonalds. The show is

from noon ¢ 2:30 p.m. A delicious family style dinner at
Hershey Farm is from 3 ¢ 4:30 p.m. The bus leaves St.
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Call Anna Rose Anderson at 410461-5295 for your
reservation and details on price by May 1¢, preferably
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Anna Rose Anderson

Community Tow n Hall Meeting Scheduled

GPCA Newsletter

April 3, 2007

LL & DOTTI
LAWN SERVICE
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owing & Trimming

Yard Cleanup
LeafRemoval

Bl

410-750-3573
4433984806 (cell)

Your Neighborhood Realtor
L ——

RALPH WRIGHT

REALTOR®

Columbia Midtown Office
10741 Little Patuzent Parkway
Columbia, MD 21044

Cell: (410) 627-6258

Send me an ermail with your questions

Contact me today

for a “Free”
Home Buying/Selling
Consultation!

@' NG & ralph.wright @longandfoster.com —\4
) Z\\L
REAL ESTATE, INC or 2 A
! Visit my site at e
& www.RealEstate The WrightWay.org 2]

Precinct 2/Woodlawn and the Police Commu nity
Relations Council will be sponsoring a Community Town
Hall meeting on April 11 to discuss issues that aréempor -
tant to all who live, work, and own bus inesses in the area.
More: http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/
police/media/releases/0227pct2cmmtymtg.html.

Hidden Cell Phone Battery Power

If your cell phone battery is very low you can tap into its hidden
reserve. To activate, press the keys *3370# and your phone will
restart with this hidden power. The phone will show a 50%
increase in battery. This reserve will be replenished the next time
you charge your phone. From the Angel Crier

Repair » Remodel » Restore

ﬁb Home Services, LLC
=

PO Box 300 Simpsonville, MD 21150

Warm Spirit Massage

Swedish On site
Chair
Hot Stone &
Table
Deep Tissue Massage

Jean Berg

10224 Davis Ave Woodstock,Md 21163
410-461-5522

**NOW OFFERING**
Professional Massage Therapy in the comfort
of your own home!! I come to you
with everything — table, sheets, music, and lotion

Benefits of Massage

[Helps reduce stress & anxiety *Strengthens immune system
Improves body & mind awareness *Improves circulation

*Relieves sore joints & muscles *[ncreases flexibility

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

MD STATE CERTIFIED ~NATIONALLY CERTIFIED
AMTA MEMBER
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« Mathena

.7 Septic Tank
Service & Portable
Toilet Rentals, Inc.

Septic Systems Cleaned.
Pumped., Repaired & Installed

Vacuum Pressure

Back Flushing Equipment

Call About Our Septic Tank Additve

410.461.5265

* PORTABLE TOILET RENTALS -

www.mathenaseptic.com

FULLY LICENSED
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